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RESIDENTS who live off the beaten 
track in areas not on the public transport 
network will soon be able to access a free 
bus service thanks to forward-thinking 
community leaders. 

In a bid to link all the harbour villages, 
funding is being sought for a minibus 
which will run three days a week and be 
fully wheelchair accessible. 

Andrew Kerry-Bedell is the project man-
ager and will chair the organisation run-
ning the minibus, Bourne Bus Community 
Association.

Mr Kerry-Bedell explained that it began 
with a report by Southbourne parish and 
district councillor Tracie Bangert on the 
loneliness felt by some living on Thorney 
Island and a bid to find a way to connect 
them to the local community. 

A bus route connecting Baker Barracks 
residents with Southbourne, Chidham and 
Hambrook, Westbourne and Emsworth 
seemed the way forward. 

Mr Kerry-Bedell said: ‘In the spring I 
worked with Major Dickie Davis at the 
Thorney Island base on what the service 

might look like and presented the idea 
to the parishes in July, so they can take 
advantage of it too.

‘Those in the more outlying areas don’t 
have access to the 700 bus or are less phys-
ically able. 

‘I met Yvonne at Bourne Community 
College and they are also involved in af-
ter-school classes for children on the base.

‘It is hoped the bus will be used to link 
Thorney to Bourne Community College 
where lots of the children go to af-
ter-school activities.’

All the parishes involved have agreed to 
fund the bus with a grant of £10,000 being 
sought from the Armed Forces Covenant 
Fund.

A match-funding grant of £15,000 may 
be applied for from Chichester District 
Council. 

If all goes to plan, the minibus will be 
bought in October with the service begin-
ning in December. It will run Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays initially around all 
the parishes.
n Turn to page 5 for the full story
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This artwork is sure to make people think twice before 
dropping litter. Have you spotted the colourful drain covers 
around Emsworth? 
n Find out more by turning to page 3

Don’t feed the litter monster

Elise Sargent�
Good morning Sandra, here is the link to the August edition of Border Times. 
Please don't share it until tomorrow though. 
All the best,
Elise



Dear readers,
There’s some really positive news in this month’s edition of 
Border Times. 

Firstly, the long-awaited transformation of the Victoria 
Cottage Hospital is finally complete. 

Supporters have worked so hard over the years to make the 
dream of a 21st Century GP surgery in the heart of Emsworth 
a reality. It really has been a great community effort. 

We welcome the new bus service run by the coastal parishes. 
It will be an absolute lifeline to those living off the main 
transport routes.

It just goes to show – yet again – that community-led 
initiatives are what make our villages so special. 

What a boon it is to see more new businesses open after 18 
months of economic uncertainty. 

The Kitchen at Keydell (Keydell Nursery, in Horndean) is 
the place to be to enjoy coffee and cake after you’ve picked up 
some gorgeous plants. We wish them enormous success. 

Finally, we have invested in a new website so please check 
it out. The address is slightly different with an all-important 
‘the’ in front of Border Times. The old website will run in the 
background for a few months. 

Please take a good look at www.thebordertimes.co.uk
Elise Sargent, Editor

Border Times

What’s in your Border Times?
New free bus service for coastal villages5
Emsworth GP surgery finally opens6

The Emsworth Show – all you need to know14
Community news round-up16-23

Bid for Judicial Review over reservoir10

Golf, hockey, rugby, tennis, kitesurfing36-40
Birds of Chichester Harbour32-33

Important dates for the September Border Times:
Editorial: September 1st. Email editor@bordertimes.co.uk
Advertising deadline: September 1st. Email editor@bordertimes.co.uk
Published by Border Times Ltd. Editor: Elise Sargent. 
www.thebordertimes.co.uk - please note new website address

2

Border Times reserves copyright of all published material 
other than photographs and advertising produced by third 
parties. Border Times does not accept liability for error or 
inaccuracy in advertisements. 

Summer staycations
from only £270

brand-new restaurant  
and bar on hayling island
View menu at awayresorts.co.uk
For table reservations, call 02392 311040

• Hot tub holidays

• Unique accommodation

• Activities and live entertainment

• Indoor swimming pool

Book your next getaway with confidence at  
awayresorts.co.uk or call 03432 496310

Mill Rythe Coastal Village, Havant Road,  
Hayling Island PO11 0PB

MLR_220721_ADV_Border Times_260x170mm.indd   1 29/07/2021   11:34



News   Border Times

3

The George, Finchdean
A warm welcome awaits you at The 
George, Finchdean, a quintessential 
country pub in the heart of the 
South Downs.

Stop for coffee and a slice of cake to 
enjoy while on a walk or cycle ride 
through our beautiful hamlet.
Enjoy a delicious home-cooked meal 
with family and friends. 

Relax with a glass of wine from 
our extensive wine list or shoot the 
breeze with pals over one of our
many real ales.

Book online at www.georgeinnfinchdean.co.uk or call 02392 412691

A COLOURFUL new art project has been 
launched in Emsworth targeting littering on 
our streets. 

Ten new pieces of art, based on designs by local 
schoolchildren, are being installed on pavements 
next to road drains to highlight the link between 
littering in our towns and plastic pollution in our 
rivers, harbours and wider seas.

The project has been enabled by Emsworth 
charity the Final Straw Foundation. 

The charity’s founder, Bianca Carr, explained: 
‘Back in early 2020, we decided that we would 
love to install art to highlight the way that litter 
and other pollutants can be washed with rainwa-
ter down the road drains on our streets and end 
up in the sea. 

‘We ran a competition open to local schoolchil-
dren to create some beautiful designs for us that 
we could use as a base for the drain murals. We 
chose around 15 beautiful and colourful designs 
that a local artist would then paint onto our local 
streets. We are thrilled with the results and hope 
we can roll the project out to other areas, too.’

Artist Deborah Hochreutener, who is also 
based in Emsworth, was pleased to be involved. 
‘Recreating the children’s artwork has been a joy,’ 
she said. 

‘Painting their brilliant ideas whilst hearing 
the positive comments from the residents of 
Emsworth has been a really lovely experience.’

The team at the Final Straw Foundation hopes 
this project will bring a bit of fun and colour to 
the pavements of local area, as well as delivering 
a vital message. Bianca continued: ‘It's so import-
ant that we all protect our delicate ecosystems, 
and these artworks will help drive that message 
home and we hope it will make a difference to 
the levels of littering locally.

‘The message really applies, not just to drains 
but to all litter on our streets.

‘It is so easy for it to blow around and end up 
in our countryside as well as our waters – fingers 
crossed these murals remind people to value and 
take care of our wonderful planet!’
n Visit finalstrawfoundation.org/projects-and-
activities/drain-art-project 

Brightly painted drains highlight the 
impact of littering on the environment

An eye-catching design in the high street



Border Times   News           

4

A VETERAN playwright is 
taking a wartime musical 
based on his recollections to 
the stage. 

Jim Strudwick, playwright 
and director of The Emsworth 
Players, is delighted to bring 
On The Home Front to the 
company’s new home, South-
bourne Hall, First Avenue, 
next to the Library and just 
round the corner from the 
Railway Station.

Jim, who has been writing 
plays for 53 years, is pleased 
to stage this play, based on 
families at home on the south 
coast. He said: ‘I was born in 
1939 and the period is im-
printed in my memory – the 
fear in people’s minds as war 
approached in what was the 
first peoples’ war. 

‘I witnessed a German 
bombing raid in North Street, 

Chichester and was fortunate 
to survive it as shops col-
lapsed around me.’

There is a brass quintet to 
play Glenn Miller and other 
war time songs, Denise Baugh 
as Vera Lynn, Brian Budden 
as musical director and a bril-
liant cast. 

Jim feels that people still 
want to know what it was like 
in those dark days, but there 
was comedy as well as tragedy. 

Performances are September 
8th at 7.15pm 9th at 7.15pm 
and 7.15pm on the 10th. 
There is a matinee show on 
Saturday, September 11th at 
3pm.

Tickets are £10 at Bookends 
Book Shop in the High Street 
Emsworth or online at We-
GotTickets.com. 

Tickets may be available on 
the door but not guaranteed.

Excitement as theatre 
returns to Southbourne

New films highlight responsible 
dog walking in the countryside
TIPS on how to make dog 
walks fun and interesting 
– while also helping to pro-
tect our beautiful country-
side – are being shared by a 
leading canine behaviourist 
as part of a new regional 
initiative.

Dog expert Natalie Light 
and her Jack Russell, Fish, 
are the stars of a new series 
of informative films called 
Love Dogs, Love Nature.

The opening film explains 
Natalie’s passion for pooch-
es and how her walks are a 
great time to bond with her 
dog and introduce playful 
elements – all while keep-
ing her best friend under 
control and sticking to the 
paths.

Over the coming months, 
five bitesize 50-second top 
tips films will be released, 

with Natalie sharing ad-
vice on how to get a better 
recall, new games to make 
walks more fun and ideas 
for working on your dog’s 
behaviour around distrac-
tions in the outdoors.

The initiative is being 
spearheaded by a new 
group, called the Southern 
Counties Canine Access 
Management Partnership 
(SCCAMP). It includes 
the South Downs National 
Park Authority, New Forest 
National Park Authority 
and Bird Aware Solent.

It builds on the South 
Downs National Park’s 
successful Take The Lead 
campaign, which has been 
running for several years 
and encourages responsible 
dog walking with simple 
actions, such as keeping ca-

nines on leads around live-
stock and bagging and bin-
ning dog poo. Bird Aware 
Solent actively works in 
developing dialogues with 
dog owners and the dog 
walking community to 
raise awareness of – and 
prevent disturbance to – 
birds that overwinter on 
the Solent coast.

Natalie said: ‘Our walks 
are a time for us to be to-
gether and enjoy some time 
outside and also keeping 
me, as well as my dogs and 
other visitors, safe by using 
a lead when I need to. This 
is particularly important 
when there’s livestock 
around.’

The opening film can be 
watched on YouTube.com 
by searching for ‘SCCAMP 
Main Video Final.’

Motorists warned they face fines 
if they illegally park on verges
HAVANT Borough Council is asking 
drivers to consider others when parking 
their vehicles.

Parking on grass verges and pave-
ments is a persistent problem in the 
borough of Havant and can be detri-
mental to people with sight and mo-
bility difficulties, those with prams and 
pushchairs and the elderly. 

It can also be dangerous to other 
motorists when their line of vision is 
blocked. Pavements and verges are not 
designed or constructed to take the 
weight of a car or goods vehicle. 

As a result, damage is often caused 
to the surface leaving it unsightly with 
dangerous cracks, grooves and dips for 
pedestrians to navigate past. 

It can also damage what is beneath, 
such as drainage and sewage pipes.

Councillor Elizabeth Lloyd, chair of 
the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, 
said: ‘As local councillors, we receive 
many complaints from residents on the 
condition of verges that have been per-
sistently parked on.

‘We also hear from motorists about 
the hazards caused when vehicles are 

parked without any consideration on a 
bend, narrow road or junction. 

It also stops others from enjoying the 
green and open space.

‘We do recognise there are parts of the 
borough where parking with two wheels 
on the pavement is necessary because 
there is no off-street parking space. 

‘However, where residents do have 
space on their property together with a 
dropped kerb, it’s good sense and con-
sideration for others, to park off-street, 
making our residential roads easier and 
safer to drive through.

‘Our plea to residents and visitors is to 
please think carefully about where you 
are parking your vehicle in the borough.’

Parking restrictions are in place 
around the borough and are indicated 
by yellow lines; these apply to the car-
riageway, pavement and grass verges.

Residents are reminded that parking 
their vehicle on a verge where there 
are yellow lines can result in a penalty 
charge notice (PCN) being issued.

More information about parking on 
pavements and grass verges is available 
at havant.gov.uk
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COASTAL parishes with little to no public transport to link them are to 
get their own bus service. 

Thanks to some hard work behind the scenes, funding is being secured to 
buy a minibus that will work a route through Thorney Island Baker Bar-
racks, Southbourne, Chidham and Hambrook, Westbourne and Emsworth.

The bus will have 16 seats with full disabled access and will operate three 
days a week from December.

Andrew Kerry-Bedell is the chair and project manager of Bourne Bus 
Community Association (BBCA), which will run the service. It will eventu-
ally be set up as a charity or community interest company.  

Mr Kerry-Bedell said: ‘The idea came about 20 months ago after a meet-
ing with me and Chichester District Councillor Tracie Bangert with the 
Thorney Barracks base liaison officer. A bus was mentioned then. Tracie did 
a report about loneliness on the base and the project grew from there. 

‘We’ve already applied for a grant to buy the bus, and all five towns and 
villages have agreed to contribute to the setting up and running of the 
minibus. 

‘The bus is planned initially to operate on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days, circulating around local towns and villages, picking up residents and 
dropping them off at key stop-off points and many existing bus stops. 

‘The aim is to help and support everyone, providing essential transport 
links for those living some way off main local train and bus routes. 

‘It will offer access to a wider range of local shops and social activities, 
with a regular service that travels through all the main parts of each town 
and village, so residents get on it easily.’

A £10,000 grant from the Armed Forces Covenant Fund has been ap-
plied for, each of the parishes has agreed to contribute £2,000 and a further 
£15,000 grant may be sought from Chichester District Council. Mr Ker-
ry-Bedell added: ‘There’s still lots to do. But we have a skilled team involved 
who are keen to get this invaluable local transport service up and running.’

The other BBCA members are Councillor Tracie Bangert (secretary, 
parish liaison and CMT member) and Major Dickie Davies / ANO from 
Thorney Island Baker Barracks (treasurer).

Villages join together to 
launch free minibus service 

Get ready to party
CHICHESTER District Council’s 
Summer Street Party is returning. 

Visitors can expect to find a wealth 
of family friendly activities, an array 
of local food vendors and partici-
pating businesses along Chichester’s 
high street on August 26th from 
3pm to 7pm.

The council has been working 
closely with the Chichester Busi-
ness Improvement District (BID) to 
bring back the popular event.

Those coming into Chichester on 
the day will find:
n Fantastic entertainment for chil-
dren with a carousel, trampolines, a 
balloon artist and much more
n Great performances and music 
broadcast live by local radio.
n Delicious street food vendors.
n In-store events, activities and 
special offers from many of our high 
street businesses’
n Deck chairs situated around the 
city for the chance to relax and soak 
up the party atmosphere

Councillor Alan Sutton, Cabinet 
Member for Housing Communi-
cations, Licensing and Events: ‘It’s 

vital that we support our local high 
streets, especially in the current fi-
nancial climate, as restrictions come 
to end we can all do our part to help 
our highstreets recover and make 
our city centre a fun place to visit

‘Chichester has so much to of-
fer, from unique and independent 
stores, through to major brands – 
and all within a historic and vibrant 
setting.

‘This council-led event will en-
courage people to visit Chichester 
and enjoy everything it has to offer. 

‘Everyone will be able to meander 
through the shops, many of which 
are opening late especially for the 
occasion, and enjoy in-store activi-
ties. 

‘They can also relax on deckchairs, 
or enjoy street food from a host 
of vendors, who will be offering a 
range of cuisines from around the 
world. 

‘There will also be plenty of activ-
ities for children to enjoy, including 
a carousel. We want to encourage 
as many people as possible to come 
and enjoy this fantastic event.’ 
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THE much-anticipated new GP surgery for 
Emsworth has finally opened its doors to pa-
tients.

Construction work was completed last month 
and staff at Emsworth Medical Practice are ready 
for patients. 

The new surgery has been built on the site of 
the former Victoria Cottage Hospital on the oth-
er side of the A27, a stone’s throw away from the 
existing building in North Street.

The £3.5m scheme involved a redevelopment 
of the hospital site with some new build, but 
internally the building has been transformed to a 
health setting fit for the 21st Century.

The GP partners at Emsworth worked closely 
with NHS Hampshire, Southampton and the Isle 
of Wight Clinical Group, NHS Property Services, 
other partners – particularly the community – to 
select the site for the replacement surgery.

Dr Abu Chinwala, a GP partner at the practice, 
said: ‘This is a huge event for us, our patients 
and all those people in the community who have 
helped our vision become a reality.

‘Our existing site was not purpose-built and has 
long been out-grown by the community it serves. 

‘It is too small and has not enabled us to offer 

the full range of primary care services that we 
want to provide. Our new building exceeds our 
expectations. Our staff love it and I’m sure our 
patients will too.’

The scheme has been funded by NHS England 
through an Estates, Technology and Transfor-
mation fund grant. It included demolishing 
single-storey outbuildings, providing a new rear 

single-storey extension to the main building, 
installing a new lift shaft, roofing and canopy 
construction, complete reconfiguration of rooms, 
and extensive internal and external decorations.

Sara Tiller, managing director for South East 
Hampshire for the Hampshire, Southampton and 
Isle of Wight Clinical Commissioning Group, 
said: ‘We are thrilled that what has been a long 
story has such a great ending.

‘There are so many people we need to thank for 
making this happen from the builders to NHS 
England, who provided the funding. But mainly 
our thanks must go to the Emsworth community, 
which has been involved every step of the way in 
realising the ambition to build a super 21st Cen-
tury health facility on their doorstep.’

Hampshire LIFT Limited, was appointed to 
oversee the design and construction of the proj-
ect on behalf of the CCG and the GPs, with NHS 
Property Services acting as landlord.

Contractors Mountjoy started on-site in Jan-
uary 2020 for what was then anticipated to be a 
12-month construction period, however, with 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the construction pro-
gramme faced many limiting factors, including a 
shortage of building materials. 

Happy ending for cottage hospital

Emsworth Medical Practice is now open 

Speeding jetskiers fined 
thousands of pounds 
CHICHESTER Harbour Conservan-
cy has successfully prosecuted three 
cases of speeding in the harbour.

All offences took place last season, 
during the summer months of 2020.  

Those prosecuted were:
n Ben Mayhew who pleaded guilty 
by post to the charge of his motor 
vessel exceeding the speed limit. 

He was fined £500 and ordered to 
pay costs of £200 and a £50 victim 
surcharge.
n Robert Dixon who failed to attend 
court for the charge of his jetski 
exceeding the speed limit. 

The offence was proved in his 
absence, and he was fined £900 and 
ordered to pay costs of £480 and a 
£90 victim surcharge.
n Callan Wood who failed to attend 
court for the charge of his motor 
vessel exceeding the speed limit. 

The offence was proved in his 
absence and he was fined £1,000 and 
ordered to pay costs of £480 and a 
£100 victim surcharge.

Richard Craven, director and har-
bour master, said: ‘We were pleased 
to see the court taking each of these 
cases very seriously. 

‘Maintaining the safety of the har-
bour is an important element of our 
work. 

‘Our patrol teams are committed to 
enforcing the harbour byelaws to en-
sure that harbour users are protected 
from speeding vessels, antisocial 
behaviour, undue wash or dangerous 
seamanship.’

An eight knot speed limit applies 
to all power craft operating within 
the area of Chichester Harbour. 

Mr Craven said the limit helps en-
sure safety for all harbour users, and 
also helps reduce wash, which can 
affect smaller craft. 

Fines of up to £2,500 apply for 
breaking the eight knot speed limit, 
creating excessive wash, engaging 
in water-skiing, wake boarding, or 
the like, or towing of such persons 
within the harbour. 



7

        Advertising feature   Border Times

A revolution in dementia support
HOME Instead Havant has started delivering a 
groundbreaking activity programme designed 
to help those living with dementia. 

Love to Move helps participants regain some of 
the skills lost with the progression of their de-
mentia. 

The programme was created in Japan, where it 
has been delivered for more than a decade with 
government funding, such is its known value. It 
was then brought to the attention of the British 
Gymnastics Federation and further developed. 

It is a revolution in dementia support. 
Any person with any dementia at any stage will 

benefit, it is also of great value to anyone with 
problems with their memory rather than a specif-
ic dementia diagnosis.

Home Instead Havant owner Mark Gettinby 
and community engagement officer Nikki Shep-
herd have recently become accredited Love to 
Move practitioners. 

Mark said: ‘As specialists in senior care we, as a 
provider, already have experience, great knowl-
edge and specific skills required to support those 

with dementia. 
‘Love to Move is an additional offering, a new 

way to help achieve improvements in memory, 
fine motor skills, balance and so much more. 

‘Each person’s dementia experience is unique 
and this programme re-engages the brain. 

‘For those without dementia it helps build a 
brain buffer against the disease, so it is winning 
all round.’

Sessions involve chair-based activities with 
movement, music, mirroring and visualisation. 

Everyone can join in at any level; the brain 
benefits come from attempting the activity rather 
than being perfect at it. Above all else, it is both 
positive, enjoyable and great fun. 

Running with all Covid protocols, chairs are 
well distanced and refreshments are provided. 

The first taster session is £7 cash (this is for the 
participant and supporter). 

Thereafter participants sign up for 12 weeks 
because it has been shown that brain benefits are 
achieved after repeating the activities and move-
ments following a 12-week period, minimum. 

The programme has the funding development 
backing of Sport England, as well as the endorse-
ment of Age UK and the Alzheimer’s Society, for 
its proven results. The new Health and Wellbeing 
Dementia Coaches for Havant and Waterlooville 
are also proud to be associated with this fantastic 
new initiative.
n Home Instead runs sessions at the Pallant 
Centre in Havant, from 2-3.30pm every Tuesday. 
Pre-booking is essential as numbers are carefully 
limited. To find out more, call 02393 190091 and 
speak to Nikki or Mark.
n For those living with dementia who would like 
an additional social outlet, the Pallant Centre is 
also the location for the new Kim’s Café Havant.

A dementia inclusive memory café, join on 
the third Thursday of every month, 11-12.30pm, 
run and supported by the NHS Dementia Coach 
team. Call  07787 112380.

The Pallant Centre is part of St Faiths Church, 
located behind the back of the Bear Hotel with 
parking in the East Pallant car park right along-
side.  
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District council admits it is unlikely 
to meet government housing targets
COUNCILLORS at Chichester District Council 
heard that the Chichester Local Plan is unlikely 
to meet the full housing targets set by the govern-
ment due to a lack of external funding for infra-
structure improvements, at a special meeting.

It follows extensive work and research carried 
out by the council which shows that improve-
ments to the A27 Chichester Bypass, including 
the Stockbridge Link Road, are required in order 
to attempt to meet the government’s housing 
targets.

Following discussions with those who fund lo-
cal infrastructure, including West Sussex County 
Council – as the Highway Authority, Highways 
England and Homes England, the council has 
concluded that the additional costs of the scheme 
after developer contributions were removed 
could not be met.

Other funding options were also explored, 
including discussions with Coast 2 Capital Local 
Enterprise Partnership, but the funds required 

were not available.
Cllr Susan Taylor, Deputy Leader and Cabi-

net Member for Planning at Chichester District 
Council, said: ‘It’s important to explain that the 
work we have carried out so far is vital in demon-
strating the complex situation we are in. 

‘We’ve always said that the roads and waste 
water were the biggest challenges facing the plan. 
However, we have to show that we have investi-
gated all options and solutions before the govern-
ment will consider reducing our housing target. 

‘No stone can be left unturned.
‘The most recent estimated cost for delivering 

improvements to the A27 Bypass, which would 
be required to deliver the level of housing we are 
expected to take, would be around £65m. 

‘As things stand, we may be able to secure 
£33-£45m of this from developer contributions, 
and so the remainder would have to come from 
external infrastructure providers. 

‘Following discussions with all partners in-

volved, there just isn’t the money available to cov-
er this funding gap. It’s also worth explaining that 
this isn’t the long-awaited national road scheme 
on the A27, these changes would just deal with 
additional traffic from the new development.’

Cllr Taylor said it is difficult for people to 
understand is that while the council must deliv-
er the Local Plan – many elements of it, mainly 
roads and waste water, are totally out of its con-
trol. 

She added: ‘This is what makes this process so 
challenging. The Local Plan is a bit like a jigsaw, 
you have to make sure that all of the pieces fit.’
Discussions also ongoing with Southern Water, 
which is responsible for wastewater, and the 
Environment Agency, which is responsible for 
enforcing the discharges into the harbour from 
premises that require permits, such as the waste-
water treatment plants. 

The organisations have not reached an agreed 
position, although work is ongoing. 

Residents band together to 
revamp estate’s play area
THE Spencers Field Community Group (SFCG) was born from the need 
to reinstate and invest in the Spencers Field play area, which has fallen 
into a state of disrepair and is currently not fit for purpose. 

So Emsworth residents have come together to secure the future of the 
local park and strengthen community provision.  

Many people will have fond memories of playing in the park on Spencers 
Field beside the SYRCH (Southleigh Youth Recreation Community Hall) 
centre, and will be disheartened to see it in its current state. 

Our mission is to restore and regenerate this space and make it a safe and 
attractive place for local children and young people to play and socialise. 

We are an ambitious group and have a long-term plan to work collabora-
tively with local community providers such as the SYRCH centre to enrich 
community provision and encourage activities and ties for local residents. 

Leading the campaign is the newly constituted Spencers Field Commu-
nity Group made up of local residents who, among them, hope to put their 
decades of experience in pre-school, primary, secondary, SEN and commu-
nity provision into successful campaigning and meaningful change.

Liz Fellerman, Committee Chair said: ‘It was so encouraging seeing so 
many people attend our inaugural meeting.  We have been really blown 
away with support and offers of help. People really want to see their com-
munity invested in.’

Committee member Barbara Carthew said: ‘I was absolutely astonished 
by the response we had from a single Facebook advertisement. I cannot 
wait to see what comes for our future.’

Havant Borough Council cannot afford to repair or replace the site, but 

is supporting the campaign along with Community First – a charity that 
empowers communities to improve services locally.

SFCG has an ambitious target of £65,000 and hopes to be able to begin 
redevelopment summer 2022. This will be achieved through funding appli-
cations, donations, and fundraising events.  

If you would like to know more, or would like to volunteer and sup-
port the volunteers, email spencersfield.info@gmail.com or search for the 
group’s Facebook page. 

Kate Postles, Barbara Carthew and Liz Fellerman from Spencers Field 
Community Group are aiming to transform the play park 
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High quality, home-cooked food 
at Keydell’s new coffee shop 
OPENING a business during the pandemic 
may raise eyebrows for some. But the opportu-
nity was too good to miss for one couple.

Andy Wilson always wanted to run his own 
coffee shop, providing quality home-cooked 
meals alongside great service.

He and husband Wayne Morris searched for the 
ideal location for their own business and spotted 
an advert for new leaseholders for the coffee shop 
at Keydell Nurseries, just off the A3 at Horndean.

The south’s leading independent garden cen-
tre was looking for the right people to take over 
running their on-site facility.

‘When we spotted the advert, we knew this was 
the one we really wanted,’ said Andy. ‘We’ve been 
customers at Keydell and knew the coffee shop 
there had great potential. The next morning I 
called and expressed an interest. 

‘Weeks later we were picking up the keys and 
starting to set up The Kitchen at Keydell.’

The couple have since juggled the government’s 
restrictions on hospitality to pivot from takeaway 
only to indoor dining for December, then back to 
takeaway only until May.

During this time they updated the appearance 
and ambiance of The Kitchen and upgraded its 
kitchen equipment to enable them to produce the 
high-quality home-cooked food they are passion-
ate about.

‘We’ve put together a menu of dishes that we 
love eating ourselves and we can source the in-
gredients locally,’ said Wayne.

‘We’ve had great feedback from customers who 
tell us how much they enjoy our meals. It’s satis-
fying to know that what we’re doing is appreciat-
ed and customers are returning each week.

“As well as serving breakfast and lunch, we 
have a great selection of cakes which are made to 
order from independent bakers.’

Restrictions meant The Kitchen couldn’t offer 
a full menu and indoor dining until May. But 
having recruited a team of kitchen and front of 
house staff from the local area, the summer menu 
has been launched.

‘It’s been a tough few months and, until now, it 
doesn’t feel like we’ve been truly open,’ said Andy. 
‘But we’ve adapted to everything thrown at us 
and will continue to do so.’

Wayne added: ‘We’ve been blown away by the 
positive reviews we’ve received on social media. 
We know the hard work and effort is worth it to 
see people leaving us with a smile after a relaxing 
meal.’

David Strange, of Keydell Nurseries, said: ‘The 
Kitchen is a great addition to what we have to 
offer at Keydell and I know our customers value 
the great quality home-cooked food available.

‘Along with our Enchanted Walk, which is open 
throughout the summer holidays, there isn’t a 
better time to visit us.’

The Kitchen at Keydell team

Keydell Nurseries, Havant Road, Horndean, PO8 0UU

New coffee shop now open
Join us for freshly made home cooked food 

prepared on the premises by our trained chefs

• Breakfast     • Lunch     • Tea/Coffee     • Cakes     • Ice cream

Monday - Saturday 9am to 4pm and Sunday 10am to 3.30pm
www.thekitchenatkeydell.co.uk

TheKitchenAtKeydell            the_kitchen_at_keydellF d
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Green campaigners eye up 
legal challenge to reservoir
THE campaigners trying to stop the building 
of a reservoir in an ancient forest are raising 
funds to launch a Judicial Review of the plans. 

Stop the Chop! wants to protect Havant Thick-
et from development and they see the Judicial 
Review as a last resort following the green light 
from the government and both Havant Borough 
Council and East Hampshire District Council to 
Portsmouth Water’s proposals. 

It follows the victory by campaigners to quash 
the government’s approval of the £1.7bn, two-
mile underground road at Stonehenge. 

Stop the Chop! campaigners have been in 
discussions with Leigh Day, the legal firm that 
represented the Stonehenge case to see if there 
are grounds for a Judicial Review. 

The judge found there were ‘material errors’ in 
the government’s approval. 

Shelley Saunders, from the group, said: ‘It 
is of paramount importance for both this and 
future generations, to ensure due diligence has 
been taken with major environmental decisions 
like this one – where the destruction of ancient 
woodlands, surrounding grasslands and all the 

biodiversity it supports, is planned. 
‘In light of the recent UN climate change report 

that made the headlines in early August it is espe-
cially damming.

‘The reservoir is being constructed by Ports-
mouth Water in partnership with, and will be 
supplying water to, Southern Water. 

‘Southern Water’s track record for putting fi-
nancial gain above environmental considerations 

is evident in the recent £90m fine. 
‘This is the latest in a series of record-breaking 

fines, 168 previous convictions and cautions for 
dumping raw sewage into protected south coast 
waters.’ 

Portsmouth Water says that although they 
regret the loss of the trees, the reservoir would 
secure much-needed water supplies for the fu-
ture, in the face of climate change and extensive 
house building.

It would also create a green leisure hub, visi-
tor centre and a three-mile network of paths for 
walkers, cyclists and horse-riders, and volunteer-
ing and apprenticeship opportunities. 

They looked at 70 other sites before settling on 
the Thicket because it was closest to the water 
supply. 

Leigh Day solicitors have been instructed to re-
view the case and evaluate its legal prospects but 
it will cost £3,000 to do so. More than £50,000 is 
needed to proceed with the Judicial Review. 

Stop the Chop! has launched a Crowd Justice 
fundraising page to pay for the review – crowd-
justice.com/case/stop-the-chop-havant-thicket-r/

Anger over plans to build affordable 
homes on the outskirts of village
A HOUSING association wants to build 14 shared ownership properties on 
a busy road. 

Vivid Housing describes the properties in Manor Lodge Road, Rowlands 
Castle, as ‘entry level’ in its application to East Hampshire District.

In written submissions to the council, a number or people have com-
plained about the loss of green space, trees and the impact of 14 homes with 
associated cars on the very busy road. 

There is no provision for the properties in the emerging Local Plan. 
However, Rowlands Castle has some of the highest house prices in the 

south with the average house (according to Rightmove) costing a staggering 
£582,826.

Hampshire Homes Hub, which works with communities to build afford-
able housing, said this could be the only opportunity for some young peo-
ple to stay in the village they grew up in because the scheme will prioritise 
local people. It is run by the charity Action Hampshire. 

In a letter in support of the scheme, the charity said: ‘The charity carried 
out a housing need survey in the parish in April 2020 to find out whether 
there was a demand from local people with a connection to the parish for 
an affordable shared ownership scheme, which would prioritise local people 
for the homes.

‘38 responses were received. 26 responses came from people either cur-
rently living or working in the parish, or having close family living in the 
parish. 33 respondents confirmed that they were interested in buying a 

shared ownership home in the parish. 26 respondents confirmed that they 
were first-time buyers.

‘Many of the respondents to the survey stated that they found it difficult 
to meet the cost of housing in the district and parish.

‘Housing schemes such as the one proposed here, not only prioritise local 
people for the housing but the costs of the homes are set at levels that are 
affordable for people on lower and average incomes, allowing them to stay 
or return to their parish where they have a strong local connection, helping 
to maintain a mixed community, which is sustainable and inclusive.’

However, a number of comments have been made by people completely 
opposed to the development. 

One said: ‘Rowlands Castle has had more than enough development over 
the last few years. How can the mature woodland with wildlife now be un-
der threat again? At some point it has to stop.

‘Hasn’t the pandemic taught us to respect nature and wildlife. Affordable 
housing is not needed here. 

‘The Thicket is already under threat every weekend from motor bikes that 
ride recklessly around the thicket with no concern for the safety of walkers, 
bike riders, children or dogs.

‘If affordable housing is required look at vacant properties standing emp-
ty, or affordable areas.’

Visit easthants.gov.uk planning pages quoting reference 58024 to com-
ment. 

A squirrel in Havant Thicket     Pic: Pauline Corfield
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Where girls learn 
without limits

Open Morning
Saturday 25 September 2021 

9.00am to 12.30pm

Prep and Pre-School
Take a personal family tour on site and 

enjoy exciting ocean explorer themed activities 
suitable for children aged 3 to 11 years.

Senior School and Sixth Form
Visit the school for personal family tours and the 

opportunity to enjoy activities across all subject areas and 
find out more about opportunities for your daughter at 

Portsmouth High School.

Register your place via the school website now at 
 www.portsmouthhigh.co.uk

Local school minibus routes throughout the area

Pre-School    Prep    Senior    Sixth

THE six-mile cycle route that 
will link coastal villages between 
Emsworth and Chichester is sub-
ject to a major consultation. 

Highways England is launching a 
six-week public engagement on the 
plans for the route along the A259.  

It will link into the Centurion Way 
(a former railway conversion) and 
other paths on the Manhood penin-
sula towards Chichester.  

The improvement will also link 
several schools, and St Richard’s 
Hospital and will enable more 
people to leave their cars at home 
and cycle or walk safely to work or 
school, helping to improve air quali-
ty in the area.

The consultation will run until 
Thursday, September 23rd and will 
provide full details of the route, 
planned work and timelines. 

A virtual exhibition will be avail-
able where people can learn more 
about the changes, study plans and 
drawings and submit comments. 

Highways England project man-
ager Adriana Chirovici said: ‘We 
care about everyone who uses the 
road network and improved cycling 
opportunities have obvious bene-
fits for health, safety and the wider 
environment.  

‘I urge anyone who cycles in the 
area or is interested in the scheme 
to visit our virtual exhibition to find 
out more about the proposals and 

feedback their thoughts to us. There 
are also various ways they can en-
gage the team directly to ask ques-
tions or just find out more.’

The Chichester to Emsworth 
scheme is being developed by High-
ways England in partnership with 
West Sussex County Council. 

Joy Dennis, West Sussex County 
Council’s Cabinet Member for High-
ways and Transport, said: ‘Improving 
provision for pedestrians and cyclists 
is a priority for this council. 

‘We know this route is well used 
by cycle commuters and expect that 
usage to increase with local develop-
ments, so it’s vital to gauge opinion 
on these proposals. 

‘I want to encourage people to 
have their say through Highways 
England’s consultation.’

 As well as the virtual exhibition, 
there will also be an online presenta-
tion on Friday, September 3rd from 
6-7pm.  Places are limited and issued 
on a first come, first served basis.  

To attend, email A27Designated-
Funds@highwaysengland.co.uk or 
call 0300 123 5000. 

Printed questionnaires are avail-
able to collect throughout the con-
sultation from Southbourne Library, 
Southbourne Parish Council, Chich-
ester Library and Chichester District 
Council.
n Visit yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/
chichestertoemsworth 

Have your say on 
new cycle route

An artist’s impression of the new cycle and pedestrian route at Nutbourne
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Prinsted Care Home, Prinsted Lane,  
Prinsted, West Sussex, PO10 8HR 

Tel: 01243 372024

Springfield Care Home, 72 – 74 Havant Road 
Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7LH 

Tel: 01243 372445
PRINSTED
CARE HOMES

PRINSTED
CARE HOME

PRINSTED
CARE HOME

PRINSTED

WE BELIEVE THAT EVERY DAY
SHOULD BE LIVED TO THE FULL…

To find out more or view our virtual tour visit 
www.springfieldnursing.co.uk

We have two beautiful family run 
care homes that offer person centered 
Residential and Nursing care.
Our compassionate, dedicated team 
are on hand 24 hours a day to support 
with all aspects of daily living. We 
support individuals seeking respite, 
convalescence and long term care.   

A warm welcome awaits you
• Nursing and Residential care, 24 hours a day
• Long term, convalescent and respite stays available
• Varied social activities programme 7 days a week
• Large, homely lounge areas
• Nutritious home cooked meals
• Ensuite single bedrooms
• Dining areas overlooking beautiful gardens

Street artist ATM at work on the thresher shark mural. Pic: Bret Charman. 
Right, a thresher shark in the ocean. Pic: Thomas Alexander

Stunning mural highlights marine 
diversity in our precious oceans

AN enormous thresher shark 
mural has been painted on the 
side of a nature charity’s office to 
celebrate and raise awareness of 
Solent’s diverse marine environ-
ment.

Street artist ATM was commis-
sioned to paint a series of ma-
rine-themed artworks at various 
locations around the Solent this 
summer for Hampshire & Isle of 
Wight Wildlife Trust’s marine proj-
ect, Secrets of the Solent. 

The latest is on the charity’s Lang-
stone Harbour office. 

The harbour is an important area 
for wildlife as well as a bustling 
seaside destination for sailing and 
water sports.

The artwork took three days to 
paint freehand, from a scaffolding 
platform. The thresher shark was 
chosen out of six marine species to 
be the subject of the artwork by the 
local community, who were asked to 
vote via an online form or in person 
on the Hayling Ferry.

ATM said: ‘I really enjoyed paint-
ing the thresher shark because it’s 
such an amazing looking animal, 
with a tail as long as its body. 

‘I hope when people see the mu-
rals, they will become more aware 
of what lives under the waves and 
the importance of protecting the 
vital habitats within the Solent.’

Dr Tim Ferrero, senior marine 
biologist at Hampshire & Isle of 
Wight Wildlife Trust said: ‘The 
thresher shark is a wonderful 
animal that visits our waters every 
summer. 

‘It comes to an area to the east of 
the Isle of Wight, and this appears 
to be where the sharks breed and 
have their young. 

‘Not many people know that we 
have thresher sharks in our region, 
and so having our mural here on the 
side of the Langstone Harbour office 
building is a fantastic way of raising 
awareness of this mysterious ocean 
wanderer. I really hope people will 
come away with the knowledge that 
the Solent, our harbours and our 

seas are incredibly important for 
wildlife.’

The thresher shark is a mysterious 
predator which spends most of its 
time in oceanic waters. It uses its 
huge whip-like tail as an incredibly 
effective tool for hunting its prey. 

Herding small fish into tight 
shoals, the shark will lash at them 
with its tail, stunning several in one 
hit and making them easier to catch.

Rachel Bryan, project manager for 
Secrets of the Solent at Hampshire 
& Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust said: 
‘We are really excited to have street 
artist ATM painting a thresher 
shark on the side of the Langstone 
Harbour office building. 

‘We chose this building because of 
its prominent location right on the 
entrance to Langstone Harbour so 
that anyone who’s visiting, wheth-
er that’s walkers, cyclists or people 
coming in and out of the harbour 
on their jet-skis or sailing boats, will 
all be able to see our thresher shark. 

‘People on the Portsmouth side of 
the harbour will also be able to see 
the mural from across the water.’

Dr  Ferrero is hoping to attach a 
satellite tag to a thresher shark later 
this summer and monitor its prog-
ress for an entire year. It will provide 
important information about the 
shark’s annual life cycle.

The mural was painted as part 
of National Marine Week which 
actually ran for two weeks from July 
24th to August 8th and celebrated 
the unique marine wildlife and hab-
itats we have here in the UK.  
n Visit, hiwwt.org.uk
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*Terms & Conditions: The voucher may only be redeemed against eligible Southern Co-op funeral 
plans costing £3,000 or more and will be deducted off the cost at time of sale. The voucher has no 
cash value and cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount, offer or promotion. For full terms 
and conditions visit: funeralcare.co.uk/funeralplanterms, request a copy from any Southern Co-op 
funeralcare home or by calling 0800 008 6878. This voucher is valid until 31/12/2021.

 £100 
OFF

Enter BORDERTIMES21 at: funeralcare.co.uk/funeralplans 
or take this coupon along to your local funeralcare home.

If you want 
everyone dancing, 

a glitter ball on 
your casket and 

a camper van 
hearse, have it.

It’s your funeral.

our pre-paid funeral plans* Funeral homes in:
• Bedhampton
• Chichester
• Cowplain
• Emsworth
• Leigh Park 
• Waterlooville

Pre-paid 
funeral 
plans

Our pre-paid, inflation-proof funeral plans guarantee the way you want to be 
remembered and protect your loved ones from unnecessary burden and costs.

Drop in to see us today, visit us at funeralcare.co.uk or call us on 0800 243 380
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AS ever, the show relies on more than 150 volun-
teers who are the backbone of the show.

Please have a look at our website and see if you 
and other members of your family could help, 
even just for a 90-minute shift before, during or 
after the show. 

All our volunteers have free entry to the show, 
and those helping on the day can enjoy some 
refreshments, too.

We would love several volunteers to help put up 
signage around the roads leading to Emsworth, 
and on the grounds, so that everyone knows 
the show is happening, as well as distribution of 
posters and flyers around the local area.

Do remember that anyone who volunteers to 
help before, during or after the show for at least 
90 minutes will receive the entry wristband and 
enter through a dedicated entrance.

Sign up on our website to join our fabulous 
team, without whom the show could not happen.

Stallholders are welcome
We still have a few spaces available for stallhold-
ers at the show. Stalls start at £35 for charities, 
£55 for trade, public liability insurance required, 
and stallholders may need to provide their own 
gazebo and table. 

Email Lizzie at stalls.emsworthshow@gmail.
com for more details.

New ticket pricing 
So that queuing is minimised, timed tickets will 
be issued online in three separate time bands of 
10.30am-11.40am, 11.45am-12.55pm and from 
1pm onwards. Once inside the showground, you 
can stay as long as you wish, enjoy all the enter-
tainments, and have a great day out. 

There are a limited number of adult tickets 
available in each time band. Tickets are £7 per 
adult.  If you need help with buying online tick-
ets, please telephone the contact number on the 
show website – emsworthshow.co.uk

By Helen Collis-Ayoubi
THE popular Emsworth Show is returning this August Bank Holiday Mon-
day to the delight of residents and visitors. 

As ever, the traditional horticultural marquee will be there, with its fantastic 
display of fruit, vegetables, flowers, as well as the crafts, domestic and photog-
raphy exhibits. 

Faith Ponsonby, chairperson and volunteers’ manager, said: ‘For me, the 
great joy of the return of the show, this year, will be the pleasure of seeing in 
person my many friends locally after all the lockdowns.

‘I am really looking forward to seeing you all there.’
Visit our website, emsworthshow.co.uk, to view the marquee schedule which 

features a huge range of classes for all age groups and abilities, covering hor-
ticulture, baking, arts and crafts and photography, and entry forms to register 
your exhibits. 

Hard copies are also available to pick up from the distribution hut, Bookends 
in Emsworth High Street, and the libraries across Emsworth, Southbourne and 
Havant. 

The more people who enter, the better the show will be, so do have a go and 
do not forget the novices’ classes if you have never entered the show before. 

Entries close on Monday, August 23rd.
n In the arenas, there will be the well-supported dog show with its super 
classes such as the dog with the waggiest tail, while many of our familiar en-
tertainers will return, including the popular Quack Pack from Wales and their 
sheepdogs moving them round the arena.
n Around the stalls will be plenty to enjoy, with a fun puppet show for chil-
dren, the poultry show (Avian Flu permitting), and the Emsworth Community 
Marquee for local organisations to showcase their products and services. 

Visit our reptile tent for an interactive and hands-on experience and learn 
how to handle a tarantula! Many of our regular stallholders have had a difficult 
12 months, so we hope you will come and support them.

In the food and drink field, there will be plenty of refreshments for visitors to 

sample throughout the show ranging from cream teas to Indian delicacies. 
n This year, for the first time, we will have a Dementia Friendly area, in a quiet 
corner of the showground, with volunteers from Dementia Friendly Hamp-
shire and local Dementia Action groups who will be able to provide more 
information about dementia, support and services available in the local com-
munity, and to be on hand to support people with dementia and their carers 
whilst attending the show. Visit dementiafriendlyhampshire.org.uk
n There is free parking onsite including plenty of disabled parking for 
visitors. 

There will also be three shuttle buses on the show day, approximately at 
15-minute intervals between 9.45am and 5.15pm, circling the route for vis-
itors, clockwise from Southleigh Road (stop on the north side, near Cotton 
Drive), New Brighton Road (stop on the Eastern side near Ward Crescent) 
and the stop by the Baptist Church on the A259.  

Excitement builds for the 
much-loved Emworth Show

Volunteers are the backbone of the show

One of the four-legged participants of the
very popular dog show



            News   Border Times

15

EMSWORTH Arts Trail is back.
And there is extra reason to cel-

ebrate its return this year – it’s 20 
years since the first Emsworth Arts 
Trail.

With 95 artists taking part in 
venues across the town, it promises 
to be a real celebration of the area’s 
vibrant and diverse art scene.

The Emsworth Arts Trail began in 
2001, with just 10 artists exhibiting 
in their home studios.

Marian Forster, the founder of the 
trail, is looking forward to partici-
pating again this year. 

She said: ‘I am delighted to have 
seen the trail grow and flourish over 
the last 20 years. 

‘It has been a privilege to see the 
exciting range of artists that have 
joined us; this year promises to be 
just as colourful as ever.’

After the cancellation of last year’s 
trail due to Covid, the decision was 
taken to change the dates to Sep-
tember for 2021. 

Artists and venues are planning to 
ensure that the event takes place in 
a Covid-secure manner.

‘Last year was a tough year for the 
arts, and we are so pleased to be re-
turning this year, breathing life back 
into Emsworth’s fantastic arts scene,’ 
said Carol Price, who is chairing the 
event.

‘We like to think of ourselves as 
a community of artists, with new 
exhibitors always welcome. 

‘There are 15 new artists joining 
us this year’, added Carol. 

‘There is always something to sur-
prise and fascinate; the Emsworth 
Arts Trail has certainly put the town 
on the map as a destination for art.’

Over the past 20 years, visitor 
numbers have grown and grown, 
with art lovers arriving from far and 
wide. The 2019 event saw 99,000 
individual visits recorded over the 
two weekends.

The trail includes many local busi-
nesses and community venues; art-
ists and makers exhibit their work 

in shops, halls, pubs, sailing clubs, 
home studios and pop up galleries. 

The result is a creative and colour-
ful journey around Emsworth; a 
vibrant, community-wide event.

As well as the art venues, visitors 
can explore the picturesque har-
bour, the shops and enjoy refresh-
ments in one of Emsworth’s many 
coffee shops, pubs and restaurants.

With the majority of venues locat-
ed within a mile of the town centre, 
visitors often make a family day out 
of it by walking, cycling or scooting 
along the trail. 

The printed trail guide will be 
available in shops around Emsworth 
from August, and includes a map so 
you can plan your visit. 

There is a wide variety of work on 
show – painting, printmaking, pho-
tography, textile art, wood, ceram-
ics, jewellery, glasswork, sculpture 
and new for this year, a blacksmith.

 There is something to interest 
everyone.

You can find out more about some 
of the artists every Thursday at 
12.15pm on Instagram, where there 
will be live interviews taking place.
n The Emsworth Arts Trail takes 
place on the weekends of September 
11–12 and 18–19. 
To preview the artists and plan your 
visit go to emsworthartstrail.org.
uk / instagram.com/emsworthart-
strail21 and facebook.com/emswor-
thartstrail

Two decades of showcasing 
the very best artistic talent 

A painting by Nic Cowper

Emsworth Arts Trail chair, Carol Price, above, and one of the pieces Kate 
L’aime will be exhibiting, below 
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A new lease of life for the 
Little Church In The Field

THE story of a remarkable church and its setting within beautiful down-
land has been brought to life thanks to a massive community effort.

St Hubert’s Church, near Rowlands Castle, often called The Little Church 
in the Field, has enjoyed a number of improvements, including new inter-
pretation, walk leaflets, a children’s adventure trail and disabled access.

The work has been led by a partnership between the Idsworth Church 
Friends Trust and the South Downs National Park Authority, with support 
from East Hampshire District Council and Hampshire County Council.

The completion of the four-year project was celebrated as partners gath-
ered by the beautiful Hampshire church last week.

The church dates back at least a millennium, having been ordered to be 
built sometime around 1030AD by Earl Godwin, head of one of the most 
powerful families in Anglo-Saxon England and father to King Harold. 

The building’s foundations are believed to date back to Roman times.
Today the inside of the church contains some of the best surviving medi-

eval wall paintings in Britain, while the outside is a photographer’s delight, 
offering breathtaking views of chalk downland.

Andrew Callender, Chairman of The Idsworth Church Friends Trust, 
said: ‘St Hubert’s is one of the jewels in the crown of the South Downs 
National Park and, despite all the challenges of the pandemic over the past 
18 months, we’re really excited to unveil these important additions that will 
enhance people’s enjoyment of this very special little church and the land-
scape around it.’

The roadside frontage to the church was improved with the help of local 
farmers Andrew Fisk and David Uren, who cleared scrub, pruned trees, 
installed new fencing and gates, as well as resurfacing the lay-by area. 

Hampshire County Council Marge Harvey provided a grant towards this 
part of the project.

The final piece of the access project was to install a gate adjacent to the 

kissing gate, which is next to the church. 
This has allowed ease of entry for the disabled, as well as families with 

buggies, artists with easels and musicians with instruments. East Hamp-
shire District Councillor Malcolm Johnson provided a grant towards the 
installation of this gate.

The Idsworth Church Friends Trust, together with the National Park 
Authority, worked closely with church historian Tanya Heath, from Oriel 
College, Oxford, to produce the content for an interpretation panel that 
is crammed with fascinating information on the church and the Idsworth 
Valley. 

Two new leaflets – one recounting the history of the church and the other 
featuring two walking routes – are also available by the panel for the public 
to enjoy. The two walks were devised by two of the Idsworth trustees, Tracy 
Eggleston and David Uren.

Meanwhile, children can now enjoy an adventure trail activity – aptly 
named Hubert’s Adventure Trail – when visiting the church.

Andrew added: ‘It’s been a pleasure to work with the national park au-
thority on this project. The interpretation panel gives a nutshell history of 
the church and details the features of the Idsworth Valley, really bringing 
the story of the church to life.

‘I think we can all agree that the end-product is very impressive: the 
information is clear and concise, the panel itself is eye-catching and the oak 
lectern is an impressive structure built to last!’

Doug Jones, the local National Park Authority Member for the area, said: 
‘A huge well done to everyone involved in this project and for their hard 
work and dedication. I hope visitors get many hours of enjoyment learning 
more about the church and walking these wonderful trails.’

The church leaflet and walk leaflet are available to download from south-
downs.gov.uk/StHubertsChurch and southdowns.gov.uk/StHubertsWalk

Andrew Callender with Doug Jones from SDNPA, top left, St Hubert’s by Jamie 
Fielding, above, and St Hubert’s Fresco, left
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Rowlands Castle Painting Society: Learn new skills
By Jan Roblin
HAVE you been looking for a new absorbing hobby? 

Rowlands Castle Painting Society welcomes anyone interested in painting 
or drawing to join our friendly art group. 

The Society has been established for more than 50 years and includes 
members from all over the area who share an interest in this pastime. 

If you would like to learn new painting and drawing skills then joining 
our workshops will appeal to you. 

Working in a relaxed atmosphere the workshops are proposed from Oc-
tober and would help improve your technique. 

We have also planned life drawing afternoons which help with observa-
tional skills. 

These sessions study the human form and you have the choice to draw a 
portrait and/or draw a professional model. 

The society has always enjoyed hosting professional artists to give demon-
strations/workshops and these are again included in our forthcoming 
programme. 

Rowlands Castle Painting Society hold an exhibition and sale of works 
during the year, this gives an opportunity (if wished) to exhibit your work. 

Other events the society hold include a Christmas party and awards eve-
ning. 

Currently, members are still meeting weekly for painting, drawing and 

picnic days out. Dependent on the weather, these days out visit interesting 
venues to draw and picnic. 

Our new programme starts in October and information about can be 
found on our website. The society aims to give value for money to all mem-
bers. 

If you have any questions about becoming a member of Rowlands Castle 
Painting Society please visit rowlandscastlepaintingsociety.co.uk. 

By Matt Hancock from St John’s Primary School 
PTA
WE are very excited to announce that 
this year’s theme for the Rowlands Castle 
Scarecrow Trail is Myths, Fairy Tales and 
Legends.

We have chosen a theme that will hope-
fully spark your imagination. 

How about the myth Hercules, a favou-
rite fairy tale such as Hansel and Gretel or 
The Legend of Big Foot? 

The ideas are endless and you need to 
start planning soon as it’s only a few weeks 
away. 

It begins on Saturday, October 2nd and 
ends Sunday, October 10th. 

Don’t be concerned that the scarecrows 
need to be works of art – they don’t – it’s 
about having fun. 

Feedback from trail followers last year 
was that they just thoroughly enjoyed 
walking around the village looking at all 
the scarecrows. 

That said, there were many spectacular 
ones vying for the top prizes.

Do try to ensure that they can stand up to 
the British weather though, whatever that 
may be.

How to enter
Please email scarecrows@stjohnspta.com 
your chosen Myths, Fairy Tales and Leg-
ends character. We’ll reply with the entry 
form/payment instructions. 

We shall then reserve your character for 
two days because duplicate characters are 
not allowed, but by emailing in, you can 
reserve your chosen scarecrow on a first-
come, first-served basis. 

Completed scarecrow entry forms and 
payment must be completed within two 
days to confirm your chosen character. 

Confirmation of your entry will be 
emailed to you. 

Entry is £10 per scarecrow and the dead-
line for entries is Monday, September 20th. 

We’re very much looking forward to see-
ing all the wonderful creations! 

All proceeds are going towards the St 
John’s Primary School PTA.

The PTA would like to thank all of our 
community partners who have kindly con-
tributed their support for this event.
n For more information visit @rowland-
scastlescarecrowtrail on Facebook pta-
events.com/stjohnsrowlandscastle or email 
scarecrows@stjohnspta.com   

Expect Big Foot, Atlas and even 
Medusa as village goes legendary

Sunset, Nore Barn Wood by Martin Gebbett
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By Richard Hitchcock, chair of 
Westbourne Parish Council 
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Village votes ‘yes’ to the 
Neighbourhood Plan
THE NHS continue to do a magnificent job 
with the roll-out of vaccinations. 

Nonetheless, the decision was taken to delay 
this year’s Annual Parish Assembly (APA), which 
was cancelled in 2020, and to adopt a new for-
mat. 

The parish assembly – usually held in The 
Meeting Place in North Street on an evening in 
May –was this year held outside on the Rectory 
Lawn towards the end of July. 

As usual, village organisations were invited to 
attend but, unlike in previous years, they had the 
opportunity – via a number of stalls – to provide 
members of the public with a more comprehen-
sive insight into their activities. 

The village organisations represented included 
the Women’s Institute; the Westbourne Histo-
ry Group; the Meeting Place; Greening West-
bourne; Westbourne Scouts, Cubs and Beavers; 
Westbourne Weekend; Westbourne Church; 
Westbourne Allotment Association; Community 
Speedwatch, Westbourne Community Trust, the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and West-
bourne Parish Council.

We were also joined by the Emsworth’s Final 
Straw Foundation. 

It was felt that the new format worked well and 
we will very probably be looking to repeat the 
exercise in future years. 

We would like to thank the church for the use  
of the Rectory Lawn and all those who attended 
the event.

One of the main objectives of this year’s Annual 
Parish Assembly was to raise awareness of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Referendum taking place 

just five days later. 
Information about exactly what the plan means 

for Westbourne has been shared in previous 
issues of the Border Times so, this time, the focus 
is on the result of the referendum. 

Readers living in Emsworth will be aware of the 
fact that, in their Neighbourhood Plan referen-
dum in July, more than 90 per cent of those who 
turned out voted ‘Yes’ and this was also the case 
in Westbourne – a resounding endorsement of 
the Plan. 

We would very much like to thank those who 
supported the Neighbourhood Plan and especial-
ly the dedicated members of the Steering Group 
who, over a number of years, worked so hard to 
put it together. 

We can now look forward to the Neighbour-
hood Plan being used by Chichester District 
Council to help decide future planning applica-
tions in the parish of Westbourne.

To top off a busy week, Westbourne Weekend, 
after a year away, was back with a bang.

Groove on the Grass, held in the playing field 
behind Westbourne Primary School, was, as 
always, very well supported. 

This biennial offering is a truly family event 
and it was a special joy this year – after 16 chal-
lenging months – to see so many people enjoying 
the music, food, drink and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, each other. 

Thank you Westbourne Weekend for another 
fabulous event.

Westbourners enjoy Groove on the Grass

Join the table top trail sale
By Amanda Stringer
WESTBOURNE Club Community Hall is  join-
ing in with the Emsworth Jumble Trail on Sun-
day, August 22nd.

We will be holding a car boot sale with both 
indoor and outdoor stalls from 10am until 2pm. 
Refreshments will be available. 

To book a stall for £10 please telephone us on 

01243 372714.
The Emsworth Jumble Trail started last year. 

The idea is that people sell their unwanted items 
in their front garden. This saves items from going 
to landfill. 

There is a downloadable map available of all 
households participating. 

Westbourne Club is joining in with this amaz-

ing and popular event providing a space for those 
who wish to be with other sellers in a group 
rather than on their own – especially if they are 
the only people taking part in their street. 

We also provide refreshments and toilets for 
people following the trail. 

The money raised through charging for stalls 
goes to the upkeep of the hall.
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Cast your vote to boost PTA’s coffers

Pottery in the garden on the arts trail
Emsworth Arts Trail usually takes place at the end of 
April/beginning of May. This year it was postponed 
–  not cancelled.

 It’s due to take place in September 11th and 12th 
as well as the following weekend.

Artists in the area are busy preparing and they are 
keen to show their work and welcome visitors back.

Sue Thomas, potter and printmaker, lives in West-
bourne and will be opening her garden studio to 
visitors during the first weekend of the Arts Trail - 
September 11th and 12th. 

Sue held a few driveway sales between lockdowns 
but this time she will be happy to invite you into her 
garden where you can see displays of ceramics, main-
ly out of doors if the weather permits. 

You can also visit her pottery and see where her 

pots are made. 
The pottery looks out onto the garden and this has 

inspired the making of bird feeders, bird baths and 
plant pots to house a collection of interesting succu-
lents. 

Sue makes pots for the home too, decorated with 
images of landscapes she has enjoyed in the local 
area. 

There is plenty of space for distancing and hand 
sanitisers will be available. Card as well as cash pay-
ments can be made if you wish to make a purchase.

Sue will put some trail guides at the end of her 
drive at 15A River Street for you to pick up, from 
September 5th, or do call at the house for one.

You can see all the artists taking part online at 
emsworthartstrail.org.uk

WESTBOURNE Primary School 
PTA has been accepted for the Asda 
Green token scheme. 

You could vote for us by visiting 
Asda.com/green-tokens and 

selecting Havant on the drop down 
list. 

You can vote once every seven 
days. Cast your vote to help them in 
their bid to win £500. 

Oscar’s Reclaimed Desks & Tables
•

•

•
–

•

•
•
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Using the senses to get creative 
By David Holmes from Tuppenny Barn
IT’S not easy to keep energetic youngsters busy 
during the summer holidays but there’s plenty 
to do and discover at Tuppenny Barn.

August activities include seasonal growing and 
games, the chance to get up close and personal 
with birds of prey and creating patterns using 
natural and recycled materials.

Abi Young, the senior education officer at Tup-
penny Barn, said the workshops were aimed at 
schoolchildren aged between six and 11and were 
designed to inspire children about the natural 
world.

‘We focus on the senses and being creative, as 
well as encouraging our young guests to try new 
activities,’ she said.

‘I spoke with the mother of a child who attend-
ed one of our July workshops and she said her 
daughter had been talking non-stop about the 
event. She loved trying white currants, which she 
had not tried before.’

Two Berry Burst workshops launched the holi-
day activities in July and involved exploring and 
picking various soft fruits as well as using berries 
to create artwork.

At the start of August a Growing Grub morning 
and afternoon workshops showed children how 
to create a garden of edible plants that were taken 
away and enjoyed at home.

On Tuesday, August 10th, a Fab Falconry 
session run by Florence of FAB Falconry pro-
vided an opportunity to meet some of their 
highly-trained birds of prey and get up close and 
personal with these special raptors.

Perfect Patterns on Tuesday, August 17th will 
explore during a two-hour morning or afternoon 
session the wonderful patterns that can be found 
in the natural world. 

Participants will use natural and recycled mate-
rials to create their own patterns on a canvas bag 
to take home.

The Organic Orchard is the setting for two 
workshops on Tuesday, August 24th when Abi 
will show the young visitors around the various 
fruit trees and explain the origin of the heritage 
varieties grown in the orchard. 

There will also be an opportunity to press wind-
fall apples to create delicious juice to share and to 
create apple-inspired artwork to take home.

Artist educator Flora will lead a Sculpting Na-
ture workshop on Tuesday, August 31st.

Participants will create hanging and 
free-stranding sculptural forms and habitats 
using locally-sourced materials and inspired by 
natural structures.

Further information about any event at Tup-
penny Barn and how to book tickets can be 
found at tuppennybarn.co.uk/events-programme

Exploring the pond life with education officer Abi Young

Southbourne WI: glad to be back
By Mo Grummitt, President of Southbourne WI
WE were delighted to hold our first face-to-
face meeting in July in the village hall.

Hand sanitizer at the ready, open doors and 
open windows and widely spaced seating.

To limit movement around the hall the 
committee decided to do all the leg work in-
cluding making and serving tea and biscuits. 

I welcomed everyone and introduced Sue, 
who spoke first about our craft group and 
then about the book group, both of which 
have flourished on Zoom during lockdown.

Mo suggested that we should have a tree 
planted near the village hall which could 
be dedicated to the Queen’s 70 years on the 
throne, and asked for suggestions of type of 
tree and recommendations of a gardener to 
plant it for us.

Moya, who was the first president when our 

WI was reopened in 2005, talked to us about 
the establishment of Netley Hospital, which 
was a large military hospital near Southamp-
ton. Its construction started in 1856 and it 
closed in 1978. 

The design was contentious – Prime Min-
ister Lord Palmerston described it as being 
more for the vanity of the architect than with 
consideration to the comfort and consider-
ation of the patients. Florence Nightingale 
agreed with him.

It was a quarter of a mile long and had 
approximately 1,000 beds and looked mag-
nificent from the outside but the wards were 
dark and dismal with little fresh air. 

In September we have our table top sale and 
a talk from Dr Frances Hurd entitled Secrets 
and Lies which will be about adventures in 
other people’s family history.

Members of Southbourne WI enjoy the first face-to-face 
meeting in a very long time
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Ensuring our hedgehog residents are 
kept safe and sound all-year round

SOUTHBOURNE Parish Council has an outli-
ers initiative where a councillor is allocated to 
part of the parish to look after street lighting, 
furniture, roads and other issues, as well as 
getting to know local residents. 

My area includes Bramley Gardens and I re-
ported a large amount of building rubble, which 
had been in place for a number of years, in Bram-
ley Gardens. 

On reporting it, I found out that it was unclear 
who had placed it there, and that some of the 
residents had been involved in trying to have it 
removed for some considerable time. 

I approached Councillor Alan Sutton, Cabinet 
Member for Housing and Liaison with Hyde 
(housing association), who spoke to Chichester 
District Council housing manager. 

Hyde agreed to clear it as a goodwill gesture. 
They then arrived with the appropriate equip-
ment to be met by a concerned resident who was 
worried that there might be hedgehogs nesting in 
the rubble. 

Hyde withdrew and I spoke to the council’s 
wildlife officer to get some advice and, on con-
tacting the residents who had been in touch with 
me, discovered that many of the gardens in the 
area received regular visits from hedgehogs.

Last week Cllr Sutton, Councillor Amanda 
Tait, Councillor Lyn Hicks, Councillor Jonathan 

Brown and I explored the area, met the local resi-
dents, and surveyed the rubble. 

Wisely, Amanda said that we should not do 
anything until the nesting season was over in 
autumn, which was agreed. Even though we have 
not been able to clear the rubble yet, this is rec-
ognised as a priority, and a plan is in place. 

We also had some excellent conversations with 
the residents who now know they can get in 
touch with us for help on a number of issues.

Social prescribing
Many people may not be familiar with the term 
‘social prescribers’, who are able to refer people 
for non-medical interventions. 

Social prescribers are able to support people 
who need help with money, debt and benefits ad-
vice, housing issues, employment, and they help 
to reduce social isolation by referring people to 
groups like local horticultural therapy. 

We have a social prescriber linked to South-
bourne Surgery and there are other similar indi-
viduals across the Chichester and Havant areas.  

Their intention is to help connect people to 
their own journey towards resolving issues, pro-
viding guidance so that they can help themselves.  

It has proved successful nationally, and while 

most referrals to date have been from GPs, local 
social prescribers will soon be able to handle 
self-referrals. 

For more information contact your local GP 
surgery or district or borough council.

Information on ditch maintenance
I am often asked about the maintenance of ditch-
es. West Sussex County Council has provided 
information including electronic flyers, leaflets, 
videos and guidance around riparian responsibil-
ities to support parish and town councils to raise 
awareness withing the community.

Visit: westsussex.gov.uk/ditchtheproblem 
or westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-
crime/dealing-with-extreme-weather/flooding/
flood-risk-management/managing-flood-risk/

The parish council does not have any enforce-
ment powers but we try to encourage them to 
engage with riparian/landowners around their 
responsibilities before it is escalated to Chichester 
District Council drainage team.

Please also visit chichester.gov.uk/landdrainage 
Peter Pond

The custodian of Peter Pond, Dave Gattrell, has 
sadly reported finding a dead coot chick caught 
up in discarded fishing line.

Just a reminder to please respect this wonderful 
biodiverse habitat and take every care to remove 
items of potential danger to wildlife.

By Tracie Bangert, Vice Chair 
of Southbourne Parish Council

Councillor Tracie Bangert meeting with  residents concerned about hedgehogs in Bramley Gardens
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INITIALLY shown for one day 
in Westbourne Village Hall in 
January 2020, this exhibition of 
historical photographs, maps 
and documents includes a wealth 
of data and facts on the village 
from times past.

The attractive and nostalgic 
display has been put together by 
members of the Westbourne Local 
History Group, who have carried 
out extensive research into the 
history of the village.

Of particular interest is a survey 
and map from 1640, a map from 
1770 with some street names and 
early 1900s property sale cata-
logues. 

Details of gravestone memorials 
in the churchyard and the 1973 
Westbourne bonfire programme 
also feature.

Water mills and shops and busi-
nesses that have long disappeared 
are topics currently being re-
searched and the group would like 
to see any relevant information or 
pictures that readers have that will 

add to the story of the village.
Whether your family has been 

part of Westbourne village life for 
centuries or you have only recent-
ly moved into the area, you will 
be fascinated by this collection 
of information, memorabilia and 
artefacts.

Visitors to the museum are re-
quested to wear face masks. Social 
distancing, hand sanitising and 
providing contact details for Track 
and Trace also still apply.
n Emsworth Museum is open 
on Saturdays and Bank Holidays 
10.30am - 4.30pm and on Sundays 
2.30pm – 4.30pm.  
Admission is free. The museum is 
on the first floor of the building 
and a stairlift is available.

For more information about 
the trust and museum call  01243 
378091 or email info@emsworth-
museum.org.uk

Alternatively, visit our website 
emsworthmuseum.org.uk

A glimpse into the history of 
Westbourne

Roger Wilding inspects a Westbourne map in a picture by John Tweddell

By Dorothy Bone from Emsworth 
Museum

Chichester Harbour Conservancy: sailing again!
SOLAR Heritage, our solar-
powered catamaran, is sailing 
again.

After being moored up during 
lockdown, she’s now back on the 
water at Emsworth.

A range of harbour cruising, 
bird watching and seal safari 
tours are planned, with sailings 
continuing from Itchenor 
through September.

Solar Heritage has long 
allowed visitors to enjoy the 
beautiful scenery of the harbour, 
with minimal disruption to the 
environment and wildlife. 

You can slip through the 
waters and get up close to many 
of the birds and habitats that 
make the area so special.

Our experts join each sailing 
and are on hand to answer 
questions and point out some of 

By Emma Cooper from Chichester 
Harbour Conservancy
the sights.

During lockdown Solar 
Heritage was renovated at 
Hayling Yacht Company where 
experts carried out some 
significant improvements 
including the installation of a 
new wheelhouse and clear side 
panels to give a better view for 
passengers whilst seated. 

The hulls have also been given 
a fresh lick of paint and now 
feature our dynamic new logo.

To book any of the sailings 
visit conservancy.co.uk 

You can also charter the 
boat for a private trip for a 
celebration or group outing 
by calling 01243 513275 
or emailing activities@
conservancy.co.uk Book now for cruises around Chichester Harbour on Solar Heritage this summer
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Daniel Tidbury with his book, The Contented Pig

New members welcome at flower club
MEMBERS of Emsworth Flower 
Club plan to restart meetings on 
September 24th in St James Church 
Hall at 2pm. 

The meetings consist of a demon-
stration by a national flower arranger 
demonstrator who creates approxi-
mately six themed arrangements for 
the members. 

This is followed by tea and biscuits, 
during which a raffle is held to win 
one of the arrangements.

The chapel at Stansted is decorat-
ed by the club for the annual flower 
show and Christmas Fair. 

Collections are made for the char-
ity chosen by the members for that 
year. Over the years we have collect

By Pat Shergold
ed more than £45,000 mainly for 
local charities.

We also hold occasional workshops 
run by committee to allow members 
to do their own arrangements under 
expert supervision.

Emsworth Flower Club usually 
meet on the fourth Friday of the 
month, normally January to June 
and September to November.

New members and guests are very 
welcome. If you love flowers, come 
to one of our meetings and watch a 
demonstration. 

Telephone Vanessa 02392 789282 
or email eg.floradora@googlemail.
com. Chilli pepper flowers at Stansted Chapel

Dad publishes children’s book 
inspired by son’s bedtime stories

THE past 18 months have been 
polarising for creative talents, 
many of whom have suffered 
with little-to-no work while 
others have used their skills 
and entrepreneurial spirit to 
diversify. 

Emsworth freelance creative 
Daniel Tidbury put his skills to 
good use when his work dried 
up and now he’s celebrating the 
release of his debut children’s 
story, The Contented Pig. 

What began as a ‘make it up 
as you go along’ story with his 
own two children, Dustin, four, 
and Quentin, seven, at bedtime 
slowly developed and found its 
way onto paper.

The Contented Pig follows a 
little pig who is envious of his 
farmyard friends and longs for 
a warm coat like theirs before 
realising he’s better off without. 
It’s a fun, educational story with 
a positive moral ending. 

Lockdown provided the ide-
al opportunity for Tidbury to 
transform the short rhyming tale 
into a paperback book. 

As an all-round creative, 
typically working as a graph-

ic designer, photographer and 
abstract artist, Daniel was able 
to typeset the words and cre-
ate some wonderfully stylised 
illustrations before professionally 
designing the book covers and 
pages ready for print. 

Entirely self-funded and 
self-published, 38-year-old Dan-
iel is now on the long road to 
success as he attempts to secure 
distribution for his book through 
supermarkets, garden centres 
and bookstores, as well as online 
and from his own website. 

He said: ‘I’m so thrilled to 
release the book after such a 
challenging time.

‘I really hope children every-
where can enjoy and understand 
the moral of the story. 

‘My boys love the book. It 
was with Quentin the story was 
invented to begin with.

‘I’m really hoping to write a se-
ries. I’m not sure if it will involve 
Pig, but I have lots of ideas and 
I’m excited about my next title 
and the future as an author.’ 
n The Contented Pig is available 
in paperback from danieltidbury.
co.uk/books. 
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Rainbows and raindrops
ARE you an amateur photographer? Send us pictures that you’re proud 
of. You don’t need a fancy camera, a smartphone is just fine. 

They must be taken within the Border Times patch and within the past 
few months.

Please don’t be disappointed if yours is not published immediately. 
We receive a huge amount of brilliant pictures and they will all go in 

eventually.  
Send them to editor@bordertimes.co.uk. 

Mike Diamond: Raindrops on leaves, left, and oxeye daisy, above

Sara Cochrane: Emsworth Mill Pond

David Sawford: A rainbow over Wellsworth Field, Rowlands Castle

Pauline Corfield: Emsworth Mill Pond



25

  Environment   Border Times

By Emsworth Tree Warden Malinda Griffin
THE multiple values of the humble and often 
ignored hedgerow are moving up the biodiver-
sity and ecology agenda very fast indeed.

The Climate Change Committee government 
advisory body recently urged the UK to plant 
200,000 kilometres of new hedgerows in order to 
help meet its 2050 net zero target.

Whether the hedge in your garden or the 
hedgerows in our countryside, all can play a part 
in tackling climate crisis and wildlife losses.
n Hedges are brilliant at capturing carbon – a 
hawthorn hedge, if kept at a height of 2.2m and 
2.6m wide, can capture 7.95 tonnes of carbon per 
kilometre per year.
n Since they grow at the level of pedestrians, 
hedgerows are natural barriers to harmful air 
pollution in our streets.
n They also help soak up surface water flooding, 
plus pollutants in that water, and prevent soil ero-
sion.
n Hedgerows provide vital shelter and food for 
mammals, birds, and insect species. 
As well as being an important habitat in their 
own right, hedges act as wildlife corridors allow-
ing dispersal between isolated habitats.
n Healthy hedgerows are essential habitats for 
UK biodiversity; over 2,000
species including the hedgehog and several Eu-
ropean Protected Species, notably the dormouse 
and hedgehog and many birds.

n Bees, bats, butterflies and birds navigate land-
scapes using hedgerows, as well as feeding on the 
flowers and fruits growing there.

However, the catch is in the phrase ‘healthy 
hedges’, thick and tall enough to provide shelter 
and food sources. 

Too often they are neglected so dead plants 
aren’t replaced, and the overuse of flailing ma-
chines tearing into hedge plants also make them 
too sparse and short to be useful.

On top of poor management, the wholesale 
loss of hedges due to building development and 
industrial scale farming is helping drive many 
loved species to the edge of extinction.

There has never been a more important time 

for people to start planting and protecting these 
high-functioning mini nature reserves in our 
towns and countryside.

One recent project reflecting hedgerow impor-
tance was National Hedgerow Week. 

This is one part of the Close the Gap project 
jointly sponsored by the Tree Council, People’s 
Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) and the 
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) 
plus other groups.

Close the Gap is focused on achieving bigger, 
healthier hedgerows to contribute to a network of 
connected wildlife highways across the nation.

Whether a hedge in your garden or the hedge-
rows in our countryside, all healthy hedges can 
play a part in tackling climate crisis and wildlife 
losses.

The Tree Council is offering funding to plant 
new hedgerows this winter, or to stop the gaps in 
existing hedgerows in urban or rural areas under 
the Branching Out grant. 

The deadline for applications is December 17th 
and you can find out more about the fund and 
apply at treecouncil.org.uk/take-action/grants-
for-trees/

The Royal Horticultural Society has some 
useful guide for planting new domestic garden 
hedgerows or improving what you already have. 

This includes when and how to plant, together 
with listings of hedging plants grouped by desir-
able features such as noise reduction.

All hail the humble hedgerow

The hedgerow at Nore Barn Wood, Emsworth

Recycle more with trial collection services
CHICHESTER District Council is 
launching two free kerbside col-
lection schemes this month to help 
residents in the trial area to recycle 
even more.

One scheme will collect unwanted 
textiles and broken or unneeded 
small electrical items, and another 
will collect used coffee pods. 

The 12-month trials will cover 
approximately 75 per cent of house-
holds in the Chichester district.

‘We are always keen to make recy-
cling easier for our residents and to 
help improve recycling rates in our 
area, so we are delighted to begin 
these trial schemes,’ said Councillor 
Penny Plant, Cabinet Member for 
Environment at Chichester District 
Council. 

‘With climate change at the fore-
front of residents’ minds, these new 
services are just a couple of ways 
in which we are working hard to 

enable residents to make a positive 
difference to their local environ-
ment.

‘Our dedicated collection crews 
are due to start monthly collections 
for both services at the end of the 
month.

‘If you’re in the trial area for our 
textile and small electrical recycling 
service, you will receive a pack from 
us through your door. 

‘This will include two dedicat-
ed recycling bags that need to be 
used to keep the textiles and small 
electricals separate and to help our 
crews identify the collection — a 
blue bag for textiles and a pink bag 
for small electrical items — as well 
as a leaflet with everything you need 
to know about the service and how 
it works.

‘You can find out whether you 
are included in the trial by using 
our quick postcode checker: www.

chichester.gov.uk/textileandelec-
tricalrecycling. If we collect from 
your area, you can also use this link 
to check your collection day, which 
may be different to your normal bin 
collection day.

‘While we are only able to trial this 
service in 75 per cent of the district, 
once the trial is complete we will be 
looking to see if these schemes can 
be rolled out and made permanent 
across the whole of the district. 

This would increase the area’s re-
cycling levels by up to 2.5 per cent.’

It is expected that the government 
will look to introduce new legisla-
tion requiring all waste collection 
authorities to introduce separate 
collections for textiles and small 
waste electrical items by 2025. 

By running this trial, which is be-
ing funded by West Sussex County 
Council, Chichester District Coun-
cil aims to get ahead in time for 

these changes.
Cllr Plant added: ‘We’re also ex-

cited to introduce a free coffee pod 
recycling service in partnership with 
Podback. 

Households in the trial area will 
receive a leaflet explaining how they 
can participate in the scheme, which 
will enable them to recycle both 
plastic and aluminium pods once 
a month using separate collection 
bags provided by Podback.

‘Residents can find out more and 
check whether they are eligible for 
the scheme at podback.org.

If they are, they can register with 
the service and Podback will send 
them everything they need to start 
recycling their used coffee pods. 

‘Residents within the trial area 
should check their collection day 
online — chichester.gov.uk/podback 
— as this may be different to their 
normal bin collection.’  
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Meon Valley MP Flick Drummond
THE past few weeks have started to look a bit 
more normal because of our excellent Covid 
vaccine roll-out.

We still need to be cautious and use our com-
mon sense to stop the spread of the virus going 
forward, but we have effective vaccines against 
it and it is time to start living as normal a life as 
possible again.

For me, this has meant getting out and about in 
the constituency meeting with people and tak-
ing part in social action with residents who care 
about their communities and are proud to live in 
this wonderful part of England.

Before the summer holidays I had an early 
morning start outside Petersgate Infant School 
talking to the chair of Clanfield Parish Coun-
cil, John Bannell, and chair of governors, Helen 
Glover, plus county councillor, Rob Mocatta and 
district councillor, Arthur Agate. The pressing 
issue we talked about was the school crossing and 
how to make it safer for children.

We observed as parents, children and cars 
negotiated the morning rush hour and there were 
lots of ideas of a way forward. 

After meeting, some constituents volunteered 
to help them with problems. Hopefully the very 
able local councillors will take this issue forward.

I also had a lovely time litter picking with Row-
lands Castle Association – it is something I find 
very therapeutic! 

I joined 15 people to pick up rubbish around 
this community-minded village. It never ceases 
to amaze me how much goes on in this lovely 
place and no wonder people are moving in to be 
part of this thriving community. 

A big thank you to Martha Dombey and June 
Halford for their brilliant organisation, and to 
Barbara Openshaw for partnering with me pick-
ing up litter around The Green.

I was pleased to see that the Minor Injuries 

Unit at Petersfield Community Hospital has been 
upgraded as an Urgent Treatment Centre and can 
now cope with a wider range of minor injury and 
illness services, as well as additional diagnostic 
capabilities.

Although this is not in my constituency many 
of my constituents look to Petersfield as their 
centre, so it’s good news.

The move is part of the NHS’s longer-term plan 
to reshape local urgent care services alongside 
emergency services at major hospital sites, help-
ing to support people closer to home. The UTC 
will be open daily from 8am to 8pm.

Making sure our young people receive the 
very best education is one of my passions and I 
am really concerned the pandemic has wreaked 
havoc with schooling for many children across 
the country.

I am an advocate of a longer school day to help 
children catch up and it appears the government 
agrees. This would not mean more maths or En-
glish but extra-curricular activities like sport, arts 
or drama that nourish the body and mind.

I would like to know what local people think 
about this idea. 

Let me know by visiting flickdrummond-
admin.conservativewebsites.org.uk 

HAMPSHIRE County Council is invest-
ing a further £1m to support the deliv-
ery of high-speed broadband to house-
holds in rural parts of the county. 

The funding of up to £3,000 per 
household will top-up the government’s 
existing Gigabit Broadband Voucher 
Scheme, to help people in hard-to-reach 
locations get a fast, reliable broadband 
service.

The Leader of Hampshire County 
Council, Councillor Keith Mans, said: 
‘The Covid-19 pandemic has reinforced 
how vital it is for communities to have 
access to reliable fast broadband. 

‘This enables people to stay socially 
connected, perform essential tasks, to 
work and learn from home, whilst also 
supporting economic activity.

‘The vast majority of Hampshire 
– more than 97 per cent of premises 
–  can access superfast broadband and 
since 2013, we’ve championed high 
speed connections for those in hard-to-
reach areas. Thanks to this roll-out, we 
have enabled 115,000 more homes and 
businesses to get connected.

‘But it is important that we continue to 
target additional broadband not-spots 
so we are committing a further £1m to 

top up the national voucher scheme. 
‘This will help even more people to get 

high speed connections where commer-
cial operators will not provide services, 
due to the higher costs involved. I urge 
people to check if they are eligible for 
this financial assistance.’

While superfast broadband (speeds of 
24Mbps or more) is available to more 
than 97 per cent of premises in Hamp-
shire, those living in remote locations 
have often missed out as their areas are 
more difficult – and consequently more 
expensive – to reach.

The Hampshire Top-Up to the Gigabit 
Broadband Voucher Scheme has been 
designed to address this issue by offer-
ing additional funding towards the cost 
of installing gigabit-capable broadband. 

It will enable eligible residents to 
get vouchers worth up to £3,000 per 
property – double that of the standard 
voucher, recognising the higher costs of 
installing broadband services in these 
harder-to-reach areas. 

Last year’s scheme supported more 
than 2,400 premises. 

Go to hampshiresuperfastbroad-
band.com/alternative-solutions/giga-
bit-broadband-voucher-scheme/

Huge broadband funding boost
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KEEP harvesting fruit, raspberries are so easy to 
freeze and lovely to have on Christmas Day.

Take off the leaves of the pumpkins to allow 
them to ripen. Keep picking French and runner 
beans so they don’t go to seed. 

Cut bean and peas to ground level, leave the 
roots as they will put goodness back into the 
soil as they rot away. 

Cover brassicas to prevent the birds from eat-
ing them, brussels sprouts need a bit of protec-
tion from the slugs and snails too. 

You can also start clearing away old crops 
and do some serious weeding in preparation 
for the winter. Clear away the straw from under 

the strawberry plants and pot up runners, this 
is very easy to do and especially if you want to 
move your strawberries to another spot, as I 
explained last month. 

It’s important to take off rotting fruit from 
your fruit trees as this fruit will spread disease 
and spoil next year’s crop. 

Cut back raspberry canes and leave the new 
green canes to grow for next year’s fruit. To 
increase your fruit in the garden you can take 
hardwood cuttings of currants and gooseberry. 

Pick blackberries. If you haven’t any in the 
garden, pick them from hedgerows to gather 
some for a delicious crumble.

Pruning and composting for a 
garden that’s ready for autumn
AS I sit at my desk writing looking forward to 
September, it is the middle of the summer and 
I look at my battered garden, windswept and 
damaged by the unprecedented weather we 
have been having of late.

I hope the sun comes out soon so that in 
September, which is normally a busy month of 
harvesting and preparation, we gardeners can get 
back to some normality.

In the flower garden it is an ideal time to divide 
herbaceous perennials – if it’s dry do make sure 
you water these in well. 

At this time, it is also essential to water camel-
lias and rhododendrons to ensure the new buds 
fully develop. 

Lightly prune climbing and rambling roses and 
keep dead heading repeat flowering roses. Late 
flowering shrubs can have a light prune now.

From this month, I thought I would give you a 
list of what you can sow each month of the year.

Sow violas, lupins, aquilegia and hollyhocks. 
Salvias, delphiniums and verbascum seeds in a 
cold frame. 

If you haven’t got a cold frame, try getting two 
panes of glass and some wood supports to make 
an improvised one.

Red hot pokers can be sown into pots and left 
outside. If you have any biennials, such as fox-
gloves or wallflowers these can go out now into 
the borders, wallflowers can make a spectacular 
display in the spring.

As the soil is still warm it’s a good time to plant 
new perennials, trees and shrubs. 

I am currently searching for a tree to plant in 
my garden, I am torn between a laburnum, which 
is deciduous, or a hoheria, which is evergreen. 

It’s a good idea to plan carefully where you are 
putting your trees as the aspect, soil condition/
type and importantly your neighbours are all 
factors which need to be considered.

Plant up hyacinth and leave in a dark place un-
til just before Christmas or when about 5cm tall. 

You will have beautiful fragrance filling the 
home, also great for homemade Christmas pres-
ents. 

You can also plant daffodils, crocus, hyacinth, 
grape hyacinth, anemone, cyclamen, ipheion and 
many more varieties, both in the borders and 
into pots. 

I am going to make a plant theatre of terracotta 
pots filled with bulbs, I wonder if any readers  
would like to try to do this and when they are 
blooming send in your pictures so we can do an 
informal competition of who’s was the best?

In the greenhouse
Close the vents at nighttime and try not to water 
late in the day as this can cause fungus in the 
greenhouse and it spreads easily onto plants. 

My favourite job at this time is cleaning all my 
flowerpots and seed trays. 

On a warm sunny day I clean everything and 
store in the shed once they are all dry. It saves 
loads of time in the new year and cleaning every-
thing before using again is essential.

I also empty my greenhouse once the salad 
crops are finished, and when the window cleaner 
is next calling, I get him to clean my greenhouse 
inside and out!

If you have clay soil, like many of us around 
here, why not add some organic matter and hor-
ticultural grit to the soil to help it?

Create a compost bin ready for falling leaves 
and clearing the garden up. 

Remember don’t put your diseased plants, 
leaves or crops into the composter. Put these into 
the household bin, or burn them.

Blackberries by Amanda Hortiz  

“By all these lovely tokens
September days are here,

With summer’s best of weather,
And autumn’s best of cheer”

Helen Hunt Jackson

In the veg patch: harvest now for Christmas

Sow lupins in a cold fram.               Pic: Hans Ripa
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What type of artist are you?  
I’m a contemporary printmaker, mostly 
creating monoprints and screenprints – 
sometimes combining both techniques. 
This year I have also been exploring 
block printing on fabric. 

Growing up, I was always drawn to 
creative endeavours – from dressmaking 
and pottery to fine art and embroidery. 

Although encouraged to follow a 
mathematics and science education, 
I found myself drawn to the arts and 
switched my maths and science teaching 
degree to maths and creative arts after 
one term. 

Post-university I decided to work in 
communications and advertising.

I came back to printmaking around 10 
years ago, when I decided to enrol on a 
City & Guilds Printmaking course. Once 
I started printing, I was hooked and have 
been learning and practising various 
forms of printmaking ever since.
Can you describe your creative pro-
cess? 
Printmaking calls on both creative and 
mechanical skills. You have to learn the 
mechanics of printmaking while learning 
how to express yourself creatively within 
the medium. 

It all begins with a starting point, 
maybe a photograph, a field sketch or 
just a feeling for a place.  From here I 
consider what the best printmaking ap-
proach would be and then explore colour 
palettes, type of paper and the size of the 
end piece. 

When I work I often get absorbed in 
creating the image and will go with the 
medium, often starting with one plan 
that leads to others and more often or 
not the end result can either be a happy 
surprise or a complete disaster.  

I now recognise mistakes help move 
you forward by learning more about the 
process.
What or who inspires you? 
I love walking my dog Captain Digby, a 
golden doodle, and looking at my sur-
rounding. I enjoy the way it constantly 
changes over the seasons. It’s that feeling 
of a place I try and communicate in my 
work.

Alongside all the impressionistic 
masters, the amazing abstract artists and 
printmakers I follow on Pinterest and In-
stagram inspire me. I love following in-
terior and colour trends and try to make 
pieces that I would hang in my home.
What do you enjoy most about the 
process?
Learning different techniques and devel-

oping my own approach to the physical 
process of printmaking is something I 
love. 

It’s a constant challenge – change one 
small thing and the whole outcome can 
change – rather like the sea.
Can you describe your studio/work-
space? 
I recently purchased an etching press 
that I can use at home – although it does 
rather over take the house! I also use a 
printmaking studio in Portsmouth called 
the Omega Centre. 

To make the most of my time in the 
studio I plan my ideas, make sketches 
and use the computer at home to prepare 
for my time in the studio.
What keeps you going whilst you work? 
Soundtrack? Snacks? A fluffy assistant? 
Working in the studio with other people 
is fun as you can share ideas and have 
a chat. But when the real work begins I 
tend to disappear off into my own world. 

I do, however, like a bit of Radio 2 in 
the background when I’m working at 
home.  I have to make sure I keep the cat 
well fed and dog walked otherwise they 
want to ‘help’.
Julie is exhibiting at the Emsworth Arts 
Trail  over the weekends of September 
11, 12 and 18, 19
This year I’m combining monoprint 
backgrounds with screen print fore-
grounds. I’ve also been exploring block 
and lino prints. Some of these are being 
used to print on textiles and home wares.

I’m lucky enough to have my work on 
display at PO10, Emsworth’s lifestyle and 
interior shop. This has given me a good 
insight into what customers like and I’m 
trying to respond to some of this with 
my work this year.
Where are you exhibiting? 
I’m exhibiting at home in Beach Road, 
Emsworth in our open plan extension 
at the back of the house. I try to create a 
gallery atmosphere and let people imag-
ine how my art will look on their walls at 
home.

I was always a keen visitor on the 
Emsworth Arts Trail and set myself the 
goal after completing my City and Guild 
to exhibit.  

I took the plunge eight years ago and 
was then encouraged to help with the 
publicity for the trail, which I have be 
doing for the past six years.
n Visit Julie-Turner.co.uk, email julie@
julie-turner.co.uk or call 07971 989933 
to buy artworks. 
Find our more about the arts trail at 
emsworthartstrail.org.uk

Julie Turner
Border Times   Meet the artist...  

Emsworth Foreshore, above, and Bosham Channel, below

To be featured on our arts page please email editor@bordertimes.co.uk 

Low Tide, below, and Julie with her printing press
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Artist captures the beauty 
of church

IT has been a restricted year and we feel for the new residents who 
started a new life in a different area and haven’t been able to join clubs 
and make new friends or go inside buildings and investigate their new 
community.

Soon we will be able to fully open the church for services and our hall for 
social events and welcome newcomers, some of whom we met at our coffee 
morning in July. Our Sunday Services are open to all and start at 10.30am.

We will serve refreshments following the service as soon as we are able. 
We have visiting ministers at the moment because our search for a new 

pastor was seriously hindered by the lockdown. 
We are now able to interview so we are hopeful that our new pastor will 

By Ruth Heelan from Southbourne Free Church
be appointed soon. 

Angela Loader, our local watercolour artist, has painted this beautiful 
picture of the church showing the new glazed porch and disabled access.

The stained glass window was also done by Angela during the lockdown 
and is installed between the small meeting room and the main hall and is a 
wonderful creation, representing the community.
n Find Southbourne Free Church at 21 The Drive, Southbourne. 

The Drive is next to the Co-op and the Free Church is on the corner of 
Second Avenue, opposite Eden Place.

Email: southbournefreechurch@yahoo.com

Bishop appoints new Rural Dean
THE Bishop of Chichester has 
appointed The Rev Martha 
Weatherill, Associate Vicar of 
St Paul Chichester with We-
stampnett, as the new Rural 
Dean of Chichester.

She succeeds the Rev Dr 
David Jarret.

The Archdeacon of Chich-
ester, Luke Irvine-Capel said: 
‘I am delighted to welcome 
Martha into her new ministry 
among us as a Rural Dean and 
am greatly looking forward to 
working with her as we serve 

the clergy and parishes of the 
Chichester Deanery.

‘Please may we keep Martha, 
and everyone in the Chiches-
ter Deanery, in our prayers.’

Martha, who succeeds Rev 
David Jarrett, took up her 
new appointment on August 
1st and is in addition to her 
parish role.

Martha’s secondment role 
with the National Giving 
Team for the Church of En-
gland comes to an end after 
one year in post.Rev Martha Weatherill

Church on the 
Green reopens
THE Church on the Green, in Rowlands 
Castle, is opening up for Sunday services.

As well as the usual Sunday services, 
on the first Sunday of every month, at 
10.15am, there will be Cafe Church,  
which includes quizzes, a short talk and a 
warm drink, cake and nibbles.

Tuesday coffee mornings are also back 
10am- 11.30am.

Sunday morning services will continue 
to be streamed live on Zoom for those 
who prefer to stay at home. The login is 
781 844 9611  No password is needed.

Artist Angela Loader with her stained glass window and the watercolour of Southbourne Free Church
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Dear Editor, 
I’M writing to thank you and your readers for the 
support you have shown me in my challenge to 
reach the summit of all 282 Munros (over 3000ft) 
in Scotland over the next seven years in aid of the 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Associa-
tion (SSAFA). 

It is really vital to highlight the work of this 
fantastic charity which has been providing lifelong 
support to our forces and their families since 1885. 

Last year their teams of volunteers and employees 
helped more than 85,000 people in need, from Sec-
ond World War veterans to young men and women 
who have served in more recent conflicts, and their 
families.

That is why I’m undertaking this feat. 
I would like to update you on my most recent 

climbs and share a couple of pictures taken in Scot-
land. 

After a week’s relaxing holiday on the beautiful 
Isle of Mull, my batteries were recharged and I was 
back on my munro-bagging mission.

For the next two week period I had the company 
of friends (both named Paul), one each week, but 
that did require a journey down to Hampshire and 
then back to Scotland in-between.

On July 12th it was munro number 10, Beinn 
Chabhair at 940 metres.

Paul and 1 started off around 11am as the start 
of the climb was close to the rear of the Bein Glas 
campsite – a fantastic location just to the North of 
Loch Lomond.

It was, however, very steep with heavy under-
growth, climbing 250 metres in the first hour to the 
edge of a large plateau. This plateau turned out to 
be extremely boggy and during the crossing we met 
another walker, slightly disorientated, who asked to 
tag along with us. 

The rain started earlier than expected and contin-

ued for the rest of the ascent. 
We finally made it to the summit and photos were 

taken and a toast to the armed forces made, all that 
remained was to navigate back the way they had 
come. 

A mountain rescue helicopter was spotted on the 
adjoining munro which reminded us that careful 
placement of feet and route finding was imperative. 

Due to the steep climbs and boggy ground this 
turned out to be the hardest munro to date and was 
completed in a little over seven hours for the nine 
miles. For Paul, this climb was particularly chal-
lenging as it was his first munro!

Number 11 was Ben More (Crianlarich) at 1,174 
metres and number 12 was Stob Binnein at 1,165 
metres on July 14th. 

These are two of the highest Munros in the area 
and 12th and 14th highest in Scotland so they were 
a daunting prospect. Paul had not quite recovered 

from Beinn Chabhair, so it was to be a solo climb 
for me. Leaving instructions on which route and 
estimated return time (a necessary precaution), I 
set off at 5.30am  from just outside Crianlarich. 

It was a steep ascent from the start but was made 
easier, mentally, due to low cloud which meant I 
could not see how far from the summit I was. 

I made swift progress and reached the summit 
of Ben More in two and a half hours. From here a 
path, which drops some 300 metres to a bealach 
(Gaelic for pass), and then climbs again for 300 
metres, was not going to be easy.

However, because there was little visibility again, 
the next summit was reached fairly quickly. 

I would be most grateful for any donations. Go to  
justgiving.com/fundraising/robin-moriarty1 
Kind regards, 
Rob Moriarty,
Rowlands Castle

Acronyms and abbreviations

Community support for charity munro 
climbs is so important to intrepid Rob

Dear Editor,
MY wife and I have just moved to Westbourne from Haslemere. 

Yesterday we were delivered our first edition of Border Times which, being 
a newcomer, I read virtually cover to cover. 

My compliments on managing to publish a free newspaper that has far 
more editorial content than advertising! 

I have just one—I hope constructive—criticism. 
At least one article made extensive use of an acronym, and another of an 

abbreviation, with no explanation that I could find anywhere in the article 
of what they stood for! 

The back page was all about SUP—which obviously has something to do 
with paddle boarding; page 23 featured the Ems valley u3a—I’m still none 
the wiser what u3a means.

During my long, if not very distinguished, career in one or other com-

munications industries, I have learned that you should always explain an 
acronym or initialism or abbreviation the first time it is used in an article, 
and never assume that your readers will know what it stands for. 

What is familiar to the writer is not necessarily familiar to everyone who 
doesn’t share their interests or experience.

Anyway, again, well done on producing a content-rich newspaper in this 
day and age.
Yours Sincerely,
Kevan Pegley,
Westbourne 
Dear Mr Pegley, welcome to our wonderful patch of the south coast! 

You are absolutely right about acronyms and abbreviations.
It was an oversight on my part and I’ll certainly take that on board for 

future editions - ed. 

A misty sunrise at Loch Earnhead, Scotland and deer in a nearby field later in the day
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Do you have memories and pictures of Emsworth, Westbourne, Rowlands Castle, Southbourne and the surrounding area that 
you would like to share? Bob Hind would love to hear from you. Email him at bobhind2014@icloud.com. 

THERE was a time when a day 
trip out to the countryside was a 
treat. 

When this photograph was taken 
in, perhaps, the early 1920s, Row-
lands Castle must have been even 
more rural than it is today.

The sailors are all from HMS 
Excellent, Whale Island, the home 
of naval gunnery.

The sailors based at Whale Island 
were expected to be the best – the 
best field gunners, the best at pa-
rade drill, the best dressed sailors. 

It must have been a relief for these 
sailors to have a day away from the 
discipline of the base.

The ‘chara’ as the vehicles were 
shortened to, is standing outside 
the Staunton Arms when the road 
used to pass in front of the build-
ing.

Today the pub stands well back 
from the roadside.

The sailor on the far right stand-
ing (who looks considerably older 
than the others) is Samuel Barham 
Groom. 

He was born in 1865 and served 
in the Royal Navy from a young 
boy and throughout the Second 
World War. 

He must have been one of the 
oldest sailors serving.

A moment in time captured forever

ALTHOUGH taken in the 1950s, this is a photograph from Ralph Cousins’ 
booklet Rowlands Castle in World War Two. 

The scene is unchanged today. 
To the right we see Ivy Miles’ shop alongside the railway arches.
The shop is still there, I am glad to say, although it is now part of the Lon-

dis chain. Otherwise it is a case of driving to Emsworth or Southbourne to 
buy groceries.

The railway telegraph wires are a relic from the past – they are the para-
pet of the arches. 

To the right is a black and white post, a left-over from the wartime days 
of the blackout.

The bus stop is now a little further down, outside what is now Halls ga-
rage. 

The superb Bumblebee cafe is to the left of the girls. 

A day trip in the charabanc

Looking like they are aboard a ship’s boat here we see sailors on a day trip out to 
the Staunton Arms, Rowlands Castle                Pic: Barry Cox postcard collection
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From above: A heron above Langstone Mill Pond, a little egret at Salterns Beach. Opposite page: Top, a sandwich tern at East Head. From left, a Mediterranean 
gull at Witterings car park, a curlew, a tern.                 Pics: Paul Adams

CHICHESTER Harbour offers lots of different 
habitats which suit a range of birdlife. 

From its deep salt-water channels and mud 
banks which are covered twice daily by tides, to 
sand dunes and shingle, the varied conditions 
provide plenty of food and little disturbance. 

Lots of the birds are travellers arriving for some 
of the year when the conditions best suit them. 
But what can you see in the summer months? 
Here’s what to look out for:

Curlews and whimbrels
Two large waders with very long legs, and long 
down-curved beaks. 

Both are largely brown, but the whimbrel is 
smaller and with a shorter bill. If you get close 
enough you might see a pale stripe over the top 
of its head. 

They can be found on intertidal mud all over 
the harbour at low tide and tend to gather in 
large flocks at high tide.

Many whimbrels and curlews migrate through 
Chichester Harbour in later summer, having 
spent the spring and early summer nesting in the 

north of the UK (curlew) or Iceland (whimbrel).
Egrets and herons

The little egret and the grey heron can be seen all 
year on creeks, streams and ponds, standing in 
the water patiently waiting for fish to swim by. 

Little egrets have a pure white plumage, a grey 
bill and remarkably yellow feet meaning they’re 
one of the most distinctive birds of Chichester 
Harbour. 

They nest in trees alongside the harbour in a 
few places – a particularly good spot is by the 
Mill Pond at Langstone – but feed wherever there 
is a supply of small fish and shrimps. 

Grey herons are striking, large birds and gen-
erally much more wary than egrets and often fish 
on the edge of the intertidal zone. 

If you’re lucky, you might encounter another 
species, the cattle egret – very similar to the little 
egret but with a yellow bill, and as the name sug-
gests, often seen feeding on grassland amongst 
livestock.

Black-headed gulls and Mediterranean gulls
Although gulls are seen all year, huge numbers 

of these two species can be seen in Chichester 
Harbour in August and September. 

They both breed in large numbers across in the 
local area and the wider coastal zones of North-
ern France, Belgium and Holland. 

In late summer they congregate on the tid-
al zone of the harbour, feeding on the nearby 
farmland, often with their recently-fledged young 
from nearby nesting sites.

The trick is telling them apart…the Mediter-
ranean gull is very much a recent colonist – a 
black-headed gull with a bright red bill, pure 
white wing-tips and a distinctive ‘yaar’ call. 

The long-established black-headed gull has a 
little black in the wing-tips, and actually rather 
mis-named – its head is dark brown, rather than 
black.

Terns
These are seabirds that are typical of the harbour 
in late summer. 

Three species of terns can be seen – the sand-
wich, common and little tern.

They all look rather similar with a mostly white 

Discover the wonderful birds that 
make Chichester Harbour home
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plumage and black cap.
Common terns, as their 

name suggests, are the 
most abundant and in 
recent years there’s been 
a successful nesting raft 
project at Thorney Deeps 
which has seen their 
numbers improve greatly. 

They have red bills and 
a deeply forked tail. 

Sandwich terns are the 
largest tern, with a black 
bill with a pale tip, and 
the little tern unsurpris-
ingly, is the smallest. 

All the species are fairly 
noisy so you can often 
hear them before you see 
them, and they fish by 
frequently hovering, and 
diving into the water.

HERE are a few simple tips from Peter Hughes, Chichester Harbour Con-
servancy ecologist, to be aware of if you’re planning on heading to Chiches-
ter Harbour to birdwatch.

Follow these and enjoy spotting some of the amazing birds which make 
the harbour their home...
n Move slowly, stay quiet and don’t get too close – startling birds can cause 
them stress which stops them from feeding, breeding and resting. 
Use binoculars and let the birds come to you.
n Check the tide times before you come – birdwatching from the shore is 
often best around 1-2 hours before high water, as the tide can push the birds 
nearer to you.
n Use bird hides – there are a number of bird hides across the harbour – 
the perfect place to stop, watch and shelter too.
n Choose appropriate clothing – you may have to wait longer than expect-
ed and so be sure that – rain or shine – you’re properly kitted out.

Top tips for spotting 
amazing harbour birds
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By Tracy Daniel, Spinnaker Chorus
OVER the past year Spinnaker has been fundraising for an extremely 
worthy local charity. 

Off The Record (OTR) based in Leigh Park, Havant strives to help young 
people in south east Hampshire needing support managing emotional well-
being issues, most commonly anxiety, family and relationships, anger, low 
self-esteem, low mood and more.

Unsurprisingly, they are experiencing a marked increase in referrals with 
the onset of the Covid pandemic and associated restrictions which in turn 
has placed added demand on their staff and resources.

Spinnaker certainly faced fundraising challenges – having had to suspend 
in-person rehearsals and events during this time. 

However, with great determination and enthusiasm to help our nominat-
ed charity we held a number of fun, online Zoom socials, including bingo, 
quizzes, auctions, raffles and together with personal donations from mem-
bers we have raised the staggering total amount of £1,000.

OTR was nominated by Chorus member, Liz Waddon who said: ‘I just 
chose them because I think that teens always look like they are coping but 
they aren’t really. 

‘I knew there would be a wave of teens that would need emotional sup-
port after the lockdowns and when returning to school. 

There’s kind of a gap in looking out for teens and young adults compared 
to children or the elderly.’

We were delighted to visit the OTR offices in Havant to present our rather 
large cheque to Kate Glasby (CEO) and Sarah Smith (finance manager), 
both pictured here with Elspeth Smith from Spinnaker. 

We would like to wish OTR continued success providing this much need-
ed service for our local young people and we are so pleased to have been 
able to support their charity in 20/21.

For more information about OTR or Spinnaker Chorus visit spinnaker-
chorus.co.uk and otr-south.org.uk 

Spinnaker Chorus raises £1,000 for Off The Record

Heading to the beach? Use the app 

Arts Society lectures
A NEW season of lectures begins on 
September 15th at the Assembly Rooms, 
North Street, Chichester at 6.30pm 
(doors open at 6pm).

The first Arts Society Chichester lec-
ture explores The Art of the Cartoonist 
with Harry Venning talking and illus-
trating this art form. 

Other topics for the year include 

Elgar, Windrush art, Joseph Wright of 
Derby and British architecture.

A year’s subscription is £50 for 10 lec-
tures (this includes Arts Society mem-
bership) or £10 on the night. Refresh-
ments available.

Contact Maureen Twitchen 01243 
377747 or visit the-arts-society-chiches-
ter-evening.org.uk 

SEVEN-YEAR-OLD Sienna Best 
from Denvilles has just cele-
brated her birthday with a very 
special haircut. 

Sienna has never had her 
tresses cut before and became 
a super grower by donating a 
whopping 18 inches of growth 
to The Little Princess Trust. 

As well as donating her long 
locks, Sienna has raised over 
£1,000 for the charity. 

Her mum Helen said: ‘Sienna 
was very brave on the day of 
the cut and is rocking her new 
hairstyle! 

‘She loved being pampered in 
the salon, which she absolutely 
deserved. 

‘Myself and the rest of our 
family and friends are incredibly 
proud of her fundraising efforts. 

‘We hope the real hair wig will 
make a child smile again and 
the money raised can help to 
improve cancer treatments for 
young people.’

Sugarlocks Hair salon in Wa-
terlooville kindly donated their 
fee for Sienna’s cut and colour 
back into the final fundraising 
total of £1,055. 

Well done, Sienna! 
Donate online at justgiving.

com/fundraising/SiennaBest

Sienna chops her locks 
for Little Princess Trust

Superstar Sienna Best

HAVANT Borough Council has adopted a new app to safeguard visitors and resi-
dents to Hayling Island and other beaches around the UK.

The Beach Check UK app allows beachgoers to stay Covid-safe by checking 
congestion levels at popular coastal areas before visiting, and either choosing less 
populated zones or beaches with lesser crowding to maintain social distancing.

The app is based on a simple traffic light system displaying congestion levels 
for individually listed beaches or via an interactive map as either red (crowded), 
amber (less congested) or green (uncongested). The simple-to-use app is free to 
download and available from Google Play and the Apple App Store.

Councillor Clare Satchwell, from Havant Borough Council, said: ‘With stay-cat-
ions continuing to be popular this year we want people to visit Hayling Island and 
enjoy their time here.  This app will help residents and visitors make an informed 
choice on how busy the main beaches and beach car parks are.’

Visit havant.gov.uk/hayling-island-seafront before setting off for your day at 
the beach to find out the latest traffic information, beach safety, water quality and 
details on how to download the Beach Check UK App. 
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Codeword

Brain Gym No.011

Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. 
Use the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to 
start you off.
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Sudoku

Simple Intermediate Difficult

Wordsquare

How you rate:

15 words - average;
20 words - good;
25 words - very good;
30 or more - excellent.

K
A E T
F S
R A B

Give yourself ten minutes to find as many words 
as possible using the letters in the grid. Each word 
must use the central letter and at least 3 others, 
and letters may be used only once. You cannot 
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns, but 
verb forms ending in ‘s’ are permitted. There is one 
9-letter word to be found.

Fill in the grids below so that every column, every row and each of the 3x3 boxes contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

Double Crossword

Across Down

Across Down

Quick Clues:

Cryptic Clues:
Choose either quick or cryptic clues.

 3. Down-to-earth 
device (9)

 8. Fasten up the 
marine creature (4)

9 & 24Dn.  The mate  
has methods for 
making nautical 
ladders (9-4)

 10. About to go round 
the corner for a 
ticket (6)

 11. We hear the 
lamentations of a 
country (5)

 14. This may come from 
a mill in England (5)

 15. Near the end of the 
board, I have to take 
the plunge (4)

 16. The necessity, one 
hears, to make 
some dough (5)

 18. Fish producing 
deep-throated 
sound (4)

 20. Is about endlessly 
cherished  
concepts (5)

 21. Unruffled after all 
this time (5)

 24. A metal ring 
required for laundry 
apparatus (6)

 25. He’s employed  
to do the  
shooting (6-3)

 26. A dam without a 
water bird (4)

 27. Playfellow? (9)

Fill in the 
white squares 
with numbers 
1 to 9. Each 
horizontal 
block must 
add up to the 
number in 
the shaded 
square to its 
left, and each 
vertical block 
to the number 
above. 
Numbers may 
be used once 
in each block.

Kakuro

9 10

17 8

10 11 5

14 14

6 19

11 13

8 13 8

17 12

28

7 20

17 15

11

10

11

7

12

18

11

10

16

16

45

21

9

11

8

13

15

21

16

6

5

 3. Defeat at chess (9)
 8. Comply with (4)
 9. Heedless (9)
 10. Source (6)
 11. Carried chair (5)
 14. Concede (5)
 15. Bare (4)
 16. Dodge (5)
 18. Hypocrisy (4)
 20. Mistake (5)
 21. Plunged (5)
 24. Gloomy (6)
 25. Travesty (9)
 26. Individuals (4)
 27. Eruditely (9)

Circlegram
Replace the question mark with 
a letter so that the letters within 
each circle can be arranged to form 
words on a common theme. What 
are the three words, and the letter 
represented by the question mark?
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Alphamuddle
Rearrange the letters in grid B to 
make five words that read both 
across and down. Five letters have 
been placed to start you off.
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   C
    
  U  
S    

 
 
E
 
 A

B

S H U C
F L A N
S U E T
E U N E
A C E T

E
E
H
L
S

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

4572973 gives a vitamin,
173746 gives a mineral,
28424736 gives an element.

Niner

Quiz

 1. It was used for 
taking altitudes from 
real boats (9)

 2. State associated 
with the briny (9)

 4. Immediately 
unsigned, in short (4)

 5. Greek character 
employed in 
international 
pharmacy (5)

 6. What one in the pink 
did on the run (6)

 7. It’s used by the 
craftsman for 
bringing back the 
booty (4)

 9. The kind of shaft for 
a faddist (5)

 11. It’s indispensable 
in revolutionary 
movements (5)

 12. Teams about to 
display subsidiary 
attractions (4-5)

 13. A hundred making 
certain of handing 
out blame (9)

 17. Seat I’d put back on 
the vehicle (5)

 19. Master reformed 
a chosen group of 
pupils (6)

 22. The French colonist 
showed a certain 
inclination (5)

 23. Just a loud  
melody (4)

 24. See 9 Across

 1. Steadfastness (9)
 2. Rebuke (9)
 4. Suspend (4)
 5. Scold (5)
 6. Maniac (6)
 7. Excursion (4)
 9. Fuse (5)
 11. Continue (5)
 12. Nourishment (9)
 13. Callous (9)
 17. Weird (5)
 19. Rudder (6)
 22. Follow (5)
 23. Dumb (4)
 24. Twofold (4)

1. Which French composer wrote the Symphonie 

fantastique?

2. What is the highest law court in the United 

States?

3. Which Swedish tennis player won the 

Wimbledon men’s singles title five times in 

succession?

4. What sort of building might have a keep and 

bailey?

5. How many millimetres are there in a 

kilometre?

6. Which property of the surface of a liquid 

makes it behave as though it has an elastic 

skin?

7. By what name was composer Israel Baline 

known?

8. Which prolific US inventor devised the 

gramophone, which he called a phonograph?

9. In which German city was a dividing wall built 

in the 1960s?

10. Of which country was Henry Pu-Yi the last 

emperor?

12345678910111213

14151617181920212223242526
MIGQCUWPASJBX

ZRVLTFDYKOHEN
6382

26513314
914732

8659
24892
832416

535871
17984

56917
344259
8987

CIRCLEGRAM:
The letter represented by the question mark 
is H.  Chemist, Bookshop, Butcher, all retail 
establishments.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD:
Across: 3 Parachute; 8 Seal; 9 Companion;  
10 Return; 11 Wales; 14 Linen; 15 Dive;  
16 Knead; 18 Bass; 20 Ideas; 21 Still; 24 Washer; 
25 Camera-man; 26 Swan; 27 Dramatist.   
Down: 1 Astrolabe; 2 Saltiness; 4 Anon; 5 Alpha; 
6 Hunted; 7 Tool; 9 Crank; 11 Wheel; 12 Side-
shows; 13 Censuring; 17 Divan; 19 Stream;  
22 Leant; 23 Fair; 24 Ways.

QUICK CROSSWORD:
Across: 3 Checkmate; 8 Obey; 9 Unmindful;  
10 Spring; 11 Sedan; 14 Admit; 15 Nude;  
16 Evade; 18 Cant; 20 Error; 21 Dived; 24 Dismal; 
25 Burlesque; 26 Ones; 27 Learnedly.   
Down: 1 Constancy; 2 Reprimand; 4 Hang;  
5 Chide; 6 Madman; 7 Tour; 9 Unite; 11 Stand;  
12 Nutriment; 13 Heartless; 17 Eerie; 19 Tiller;  
22 Ensue; 23 Mute; 24 Dual.

QUIZ:
1 Hector Berlioz; 2 The Supreme Court; 3 Bjorn 
Borg; 4 Castle; 5 One million; 6 Surface tension;  
7 Irving Berlin; 8 Thomas Edison; 9 Berlin;  
10 China.

NINER:
PANTHEISM

WORDSQUARE:
asker, bake, baker, bakes, bark, barks, bask, 
basket, beak, brake, brakes, break, breakfast, 
breaks, fake, faker, fakes, freak, freaks, karate, 
kerb, rake, rakes, sake, skat, skate, skater, stake, 
stark, steak, streak, take, taker, takes, task, teak, 
trek, treks.

ALPHAMUDDLE:
Fleas, Lunch, Ensue, Acute, Sheet.

Solutions

KAKURO:

SUDOKU: Simple: Difficult: Intermediate:

CODEWORD:
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‘Our club is alive and well!’

AFTER 18 months of restrictions, some level of 
normality has returned to the club. 

As reported previously in Border Times, this is 
the 70th anniversary year of the club’s formation 
at the Dolphin Hotel, in Havant and we are enter-
ing the pre-season of our 70th season.

To celebrate this and to kick things off we held 
a One Club day, which saw all parts of the club 
come together for a day of rugby, last month. 

Each part of the club participated in a pro-
grammed of events which participating and then 
got together to watch the second Lions test which 
was followed by a live band for entertainment 
into the late evening.

Although we are still playing under restricted 
contact rules until August 12th, we saw plenty 
of action. We started at 12.30pm with the mini 
and junior age groups playing a series of touch 
rugby games on the grass pitches and our U-18 
Academy teams playing a 15-a-side match on the 
Rugby 365 AGP.

The Mayor of Havant, Rosy Raines, and her 

By Alan Newton, commercial director of Havant 
Rugby Football Club
consort, Graham, joined us for the day and got 
involved from the start, meeting the mini and 
junior players out on the pitches between games 
before returning to the stand to watch the second 
half of the academy games and then present the 
medals to the winning team. 

The mini and junior finals were played to a 
packed stand and a happy crowd of family and 
supporters who enjoyed the sunshine, which had 
not been predicted. 

We managed to get them all in a photograph, 
showing club at its best, enjoying the rugby and 
the social side of the event.

It was a real festival atmosphere with Paddy 
and his team providing us with barbecue food 
and, of course, some hot and cold beverages. 

After the restrictions of Covid-19, it was great 
to see people having a good time, meeting old 
friends in a much more relaxed environment.

We were treated to a couple of great games 

when our older girls (U-18 and U-15) combined 
to play and entertain us and followed by the 
Senior Men and Ladies combining to field mixed 
teams. It was great to see the ladies getting stuck 
in and demonstrating how far they have pro-
gressed in the past 10 years.

The feedback from all was that it was a great 
day, and, from the club management perspective, 
it demonstrated that the club continues to be a 
great place to meet, play rugby, and have fun. 

Our thanks go out to the organisers, primarily 
to the volunteers Marc Fry, Paul Croft, and Nick 
Whittle and to Paddy from the operations team, 
and to everyone who contributed – the coaches, 
team managers and of course the players and our 
supporters.

Havant RFC is alive and well and we shall soon 
see the club doing what it loves – playing rugby 
and entertaining the local community.

Please check on the website to what is happen-
ing at the club, it all kicks off again soon.
n Visit havantrfc.rfu.club

Celebrations to mark 70 years of Havant Rugby Football Club, including the Mayor of Havant, Rosy Raines, bottom left            Pic: Mark D@Windandsurf Images
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Juniors make the finals
By David Sawford from Rowlands Castle Golf Club
Rowlands Castle Golf Club’s junior team has 
enjoyed a successful season.

The three-strong line-upfinished runners-up 
in the main Hampshire-wide junior knock-out 
competition – the Royal Green Jackets Cup.

This was the club’s best finish in this prestigious 
annual competition since 2006.

The competition began in May when they 
progressed against Southwick Park in the first 
round via a walkover. 

This was followed by victories in the second 
and third round against Hayling and Alresford 
respectively.

This qualified the team for Finals Day, which 
was to be held at Hockley Golf Club, near 
Winchester in  July.

The honour of representing Hampshire in the 
National Champion Club final at Woodhall Spa, 
Lincolnshire, in late August awaited the winning 
team.

On the Finals Day the Rowlands Castle juniors 
comprehensively beat a strong Bramshaw team in 
the morning semi-final, before narrowly losing to 
Hockley in the afternoon final.

Jamie Lambert, the club’s 16-year-old Junior 
Captain, said: ‘What a tournament we had – 
finalists in this year’s competition. 

‘Unfortunately we just fell short this time, but 
we shouldn’t be disheartened. 

‘All three of us can be very proud of our 
performances this year in the Green Jackets’.

It proved to be a wonderful week for team 
member James Plater. 

Two days previously James, who plays off a 
handicap of four, won the Hampshire under-16 
Championship, beating the best juniors in the 
county at Cams Hall.

Rowlands Castle golf club junior team members, from left, James Plater, Jamie Lambert and Luca Alonso 

Players with 175 years on 
the clock lift the silverware 
By Katie Rowley, tennis coach at Rowlands Castle Tennis 
Club
BARBARA Openshaw and John Webber were the win-
ners of our Silver Tennis Tournament. 

With a combined age of more than 175, they lifted the 
trophy after a few games in the sunshine at Rowlands 
Castle Tennis Club. 

We have been meeting on a Monday and Thursday 
morning to play a restricted form of the game (two 
bounces, and no tram lines) since Covid restrictions 
have been lifted. A wonderful group who have enjoyed 
playing outside and keeping fit. 

We raised a glass to dear Janet Joyner, our Ladies Mas-
ter Captain, who sadly passed away earlier in the year. 

She was the player who approached me last year to set 
up this Silver session, for our more senior members of 
the club to still enjoy the game. 
n Junior tennis camp is running at Rowlands Castle 
Tennis Club from August 16th to 19th, from 9am-
12pm, for six to 11 year olds. 
Email ktrowley@btinternet.com

Members of the Rowlands Castle Tennis Club Silver Sessions, left, and Silver Tennis 
Tournament winners Barbara Openshaw and Bruce Webber, with coach Katie Rowley
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The club that has 
community at its heart

By Peter Symonds from Havant Hockey Club
Havant Hockey Club has been at the centre of 
the borough for more than 100 years, since its 
founding in 1905. 

In the 1970s they were one of the first clubs in 
the country to establish a junior section and in 
the 1990s extended their coaching support into 
the community. 

The programme has been running 
uninterrupted ever since. It continues to 
maintain a strong junior section, currently with 
more than 200 members. 

They aim to provide opportunity for all levels 
and abilities, both boys and girls, and in recent 
years have regularly developed players who have 
represented their country in the national age 
group sides. 

They run 14 junior teams playing in regional 
leagues. On a typical Sunday morning you 
will find 50 under-eights and 10s at the minis 
coaching session where the priority is learning 
the game in a safe and enjoyable environment. 

Juniors are always encouraged to progress to 
one of the 15 adult men’s and ladies teams, at the 
right time.

One of the key community programme’s aims 
has been to take hockey into local state schools 
where the teaching of the game is patchy at best.

Many schools have poor and out-dated 
equipment, many teachers struggle with 
confidence to teach a game they perhaps find too 
technical. 

The programme sets out to address this head-
on, introducing a new generation of children and 
teachers to safe and fun hockey-based activities.  

As a sign of success, in the season 2020-2021 
there were 29 borough schools represented in the 
club’s minis section alone.

The benefits to the local community are 
wide ranging and support key elements of the 
Havant Borough Council 2036 Local Plan and 
the government’s aim to improve health across 
communities by promoting more active and 
healthier lifestyles. 

Clearly this programme is developing the 
benefits of exercise and healthy living through 
sport in children’s early years, which can have a 
knock-on effect throughout their lives. 

Alongside the well documented benefits 
of team sports, the aim is to bring a sense of 
belonging and a place where friendships are 

made, often for life.
While the programme is currently focused on 

the engagement of the young, the club believes, 
this leads to a healthier community overall. 

Children grow into teenagers and adults and 
then to seniors, taking organised sport into the 
community will result in all these benefits. 

Many players who start in the  juniors 
programme return to the club and to the 
borough following higher education or other 
work. They even end up bringing their own 
children back, too.

There are four themes to the way in which it is 
set up:
n School holiday camps
n  Supporting schools and teachers in 
curriculum time
n After-school hockey clubs
n Schools League

The camps not only benefit the children but 
also their parents who may not be able to take 
time off work during school holidays or who may 
struggle with the high cost of childcare. 

The take-up is high with between 30 and 50 
children signed up for each camp throughout 
the year. The camps are, in many cases, attended 
by children from partnership schools where 
club coaches have introduced hockey directly to 

their school. Children from every background 
are encouraged to join the camps and the club 
help develop social skills as much as the skills of 
hockey. 

During the summer camps health and diet 
choices have been added to the itinerary, for 
instance groups have selected fruit, yoghurt  
and juices to make healthy smoothies and then 
consumed them in their lunchtime breaks.

Members of the Havant Hockey Club community team, above, and the tasty smoothies, below
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The camps also provide an opportunity for the 
development of coaches. 

This provides vocational opportunities for 
young people to develop their skills in coaching 
and providing sport in the community. 

These young coaches are significant influencers 
to the younger children and act as role models 
for them too. 

In addition a six-week coaching scheme has 
been developed to help upskill primary school 
teachers and auxiliary staff. 

This helps build confidence, knowing the 
children will be a lot safer and engaged in lots of 
fun hockey-based activities.

In conjunction with Jennifer Knight, the School 
Games Organiser for Havant Borough Council, a 
schools league is run in the autumn term. 

This is part of the Youth Sports Trust initiative 
including the School Games and currently 
involves 49 schools in the borough.  

Each year a Gold League for Year Six pupils and 
for schools with a higher standard of hockey.  

The winner of which goes into the multi-sports 
Hampshire School Games final.

Jennifer said: ‘Havant Hockey Club and Jon 
Keynes, the community programme manager, 
have been the driving force behind an increased 
interest and uptake in hockey within Havant.

‘Hockey is a sport which some of our teachers 
are anxious about teaching due to the health and 
safety of the sport, but through working with 
Jon, he has been able to upskill teaching staff and 
promote the sport within our schools. 

‘Jon has run the Havant School Games School 
League for many years now. 

‘The league is fantastic as it offers children the 
opportunity to compete in hockey no matter 

what their ability level is. 
‘It gives teachers the chance to develop their 

knowledge of the game, young leaders the chance 
to officiate and volunteer and young people an 
exit route to the club. 

‘The Havant and Waterlooville School Sports 
Partnership is looking forward to growing 
Hockey further within the borough’s schools.’

Alongside the community work, Havant has 
put a group of aspiring juniors onto coaching 
pathways. 

This support enables them to become more 
experienced, to gain recognised coaching 
qualifications and to then support and lead 
sessions. 

In the past year alone, they have been working 
with 15 coaches and helpers as well as supporting 
many other children who wish to gain Duke 
of Edinburgh experience, through coaching a 
known sport.  

Many of these supported coaches also volunteer 
in different junior groups, helping to keep the 
coaching strong within the club.  

They become more confident leaders, good 
communicators and they really enjoy giving back 
to the next generation. 

Many of the children, without doubt, view 
these coaches as positive role models and draw 
inspiration from their time together. 

To name but one, Morgan Sturt, has come right 
through this programme and is now a member of 
the 1st XI squad who play in the England Hockey 
Men’s Hockey League Division 1 South.

In many cases it has felt like running social 
clubs, which just happen to be centred around 
hockey. Mental health of the children as well 
as that of the young coaches is paramount and 

together with the club safeguarding team, they 
have managed to continue to support children 
into our sport during these difficult times of the 
pandemic. 

During the latest lockdown community coach 
Jon has worked hard to also make hockey kit 
available at home to enable children to keep 
practising their skills even though they cannot 
attend school and cannot play at the club.

He said: ‘We are fortunate to have a number 
of sponsors who support our desire to provide 
better opportunities for sport, especially for 
community and youth development. Improved 
facilities will be a central element of increasing 
our offerings in the longer term and the club 
is actively working on that at the moment in 
conjunction with Havant Borough Council.’

Other projects the club is ambitious to pursue 
include walking / social hockey and Flyerz – 
a programme set up by England Hockey to 
promote players of all ages, both disabled and 
non-disabled playing together. Trying to arrange 
this within the time availability of just one pitch 
is a challenge however. In addition to the impact 
and benefits which the community programme 
brings to children in and around the borough, 
the club also looks to help local worthy causes 
and those who are less fortunate. 

Organisations supported recently are the Mayor 
of Havant’s charity, Hannah’s Holiday Homes 
Foodbank PO9 – through both goods given by 
club members and also a cash donation from 
match fees). 

Most recently they have supported The Blurt 
Foundation in memory of a young club member 
who died very unexpectedly late in 2020. 
n Visit havanthockeyclub.org.uk

A junior coaching session
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